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0019 and 0047
Ruling on Defense Motioo to Strike
Surplus Language from Charge III

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

OMAR AHMED KHADR
alk/a "Akhbar Farhad"
alkJa "Akhbar Famad"

aIkI. "Aluned Muhammed KhaJj"

)
) Government Motion for Reconsideration
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

1. The Government requests the Commission to reconsider its rulings in 0019 and 0047
concerning the striking of certain language from Charge m (Conspiracy). The Defense
did nOl file a response brief and did not request oral argument. The Commission is
willing to reconsider its prior ruling and adheres to its prior ruling, in part.

2. The Government's position is that the Commission erred when it deleted language
relating the enterprise theory of liability. The Commission analyzed and rejected that
position in its prior ruling. The Commission sees no need to revise its prior ruling
concerning the enterprise theory of liability. That part of the motion to reconsider is
denied.

3. The Government raises a valid issue on the inadvertent deletion of the language
concerning the knowledge element of the offeme. The allegation that the accused knew
the unlawful purpose of the agreement is an element of the offense of conspiracy. It 'NBS

language which 'NBS properly alleged and its deletion was an inadvertent error. That part
of the motion to reconsider and restore the allegation that the accused knew the unlawful
purpose of the conspiracy is granted.

So Ordered this 14th day of August 2008.

~JL~
COL,JA
Military Judge
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U ITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

OMAR AHMED KHADR
a/kfa '"Akhbar Farbad"
a/kla "'Akhbar Farnad"

alkla ..Abmed Muhammed Khali"

Government Motion for Reconsideration of

DOl9
Ruling on Defense Motion to Strike Surplus

Language from Charge III (Conspiracy)

and

0047
Ruling on Defense Special Request for Relief
in Light orlbe Commission's Ruling 000019
to Strike Surplus Language from Charge III

11 July 2008

1. Timeliness: Because the Military Judge may, prior to authentication of the
record of trial, reconsider any ruling, this Motion is timely filed. See Rule for Military
Commissions ("RMC") 905(f).

2. Relief Requested: The Government respcctfuJly requests that the Military Judge
reconsider the above-referenced rulings of 4 April 2008 and 9 May 2008, which were
made by the prior Military Judge detailed to this case, and deny the 11 January 2008
Defense Motion to Strike Surplus Language from Charge III ("II Jan. 2008 Def. MOL")
and the related 9 April 2008 Defense Special Request for Relief.

3. Overview:

a. The enterprise theory of liability for Conspiracy set forth in the Manual for
Military Commissions ("MMC") is authorized by 10 U.S.C. § 950v(b)(28) (codifying the
Military Commissions Act of2006, Pub. L. No. 109-366, § 3(a), 120 Stat. 2600, 2630
(2006) ("MCA"». The Secretary of Defense ("Secretary") has reasonably construed the
MCA's use of the word "conspires" to include both entering into an agreement for an
unlawful purpose, as well as joining an enterprise of persons sharing a common criminal
purpose. That reasonable interpretation of a term that can reasonably be understood in at
least two different ways, was made pursuant to an express statutory delegation from
Congress, and is entitled to deference under the Supreme Court's well-settled decision in
Chevron USA. Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 467 U.s. 837, 842-45
(1984). Moreover, even if the enterprise theory of the Conspiracy offense were not
authorized by section 950v(b)(28) of the MCA, the accused is properly charged with such
an offense because it is a violation of the law of war, and this court's jurisdiction includes
law of war offenses codified by the MCA in addition to any other violations of the law of
war. See 10 U.S.C. § 948d(a).

b. The MMC enumerates three elements for the agreement theory of the
Conspiracy otTense: (I) That the accused entered into an agreement to commit one or



more substantive offenses triable by military commission; (2) that the accused knew the
unlawful purpose of the agreement; and (3) that the accused knowingly committed an
overt act in order to accomplish some objective or purpose of the agreement. The prior
Military Judge's rulings of4 April 2008 and 9 May 2008, however, struck from the
charge sheet the allegation relating to the second element of the offense-that the
accused knew the unlawful purpose of the agreement. Since the Military Judge and
Defense apparently conceded that the elements of the Conspiracy offense set forth in the
MMC with respect 10 the agreemenrrheory accurately describe at least one part of the
offense enacted by Congress in the MeA, the Military Judge's decision to strike the mens
rea element of the offense from the charge sheet was clear error and should be
reconsidered by this Commission and corrected.

4. Burden of Persuasion: With respect to the instant Motion for Reconsideration,
the Government, as the moving party, bears the burden of persuasion. See RMC
905(c)(2XA). As to the underlying motions to strike so-called surplus language,
however, the burden rests with the Defense. In those motions, the Defense is not
challenging the subject matter jurisdiction with respect to the offense of Conspiracy, but
rather is merely attempting to litigate the proper elements of the offense and the propriety
of certain language contained within a specification in the charge sheet. Such claims are
not properly considered in a motion to dismiss for lack ofjurisdiction. Accordingly, the
burden of persuasion with respect to the underlying motions rests with the Defense, as the
moving party. See id.

s. Facls:

a. The Manual for Military Commissions codifies two foms of Conspiracy,
each of which are reasonable articulations of the word "conspires" in the MCA. These
two theories have generally been referred to as the "agreement theory" and the
"enlerprisc theory." Under the agreement theory, the accused is guilty of Conspiracy if
he enters into an agreement with one or more persons to commit one or more substantive
offenses triable by military commission. In addition, the accused must know the
unlawful purpose of the agreement. Finally, the accused must knowingly commit at least
one overt act in ordcr to accomplish some objective or purpose of the agreement.

b. Under the enterprise theory, the accused is guilty of Conspiracy if he joins
an enterprise of persons sharing a common criminal purpose that involves, at least in part,
the commission or intended commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by
military commission. As with the agreement theory, the accused must also know the
common criminal purpose of the enterprise, and join it willfully, that is, with the intent to
further the unlawful purpose. Finally, the accused must knowingly commit at least one
overt act in order to accomplish some objective or purpose of the enterprise.

c. On I 1 January 2008, the Defense moved to have the balded language in
the below paragraph deleted from the specification for Conspiracy: I

1 As explained below. the Defense in ilS II January 2008 motion did not reference the underlined
or double·underlined language from the charge sheet. The underlined language was. however, the subject
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In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around
Afghanistan, from at least June I, 2002 to on or about July 27, 2002,
conspire and agree with Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri, Sheikh
Sayeed al Masri, Saif al Adel, Ahmed Sa'id Khadr (alkJa/ Abu AI·Rahman
AJ-Kanadi), and various other members and associates for the aI Qaeda
organization, known and unknown, and willfully join an enterprise of
persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about
1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United States,
including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania in August 1998, the attack against the USS Cole in October
2000, the attacks on the United States on September II. 200 I, and
further attacks continuing to date against the United States; said agreement
and enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the
accused to commit the following offenses triable by military commission:
attacking civilians; attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the
law of war; destruction of property in violation of the law of war; and
terrorism.

In fUl1herance of this agreement or enternrise, Omar Khadr
knowingly committed overt acts, including, but not limited to, the
following:

I. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month of
one·on-one private al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda
member named "Abu Haddi." [sic], consisting of training in the
use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles, pistols, hand grenades, and
explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and
reconnaissance against the U.S. military in support of efforts to
target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

3. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month of land mine
training.

4. In or about July 2002, Khadr joined a group of Al Qaeda
operatives and converted land mines to improvised explosive
devices and planted said improvised explosive devices in the
ground where, based on previous surveillance, U.S. troops were
expected to be traveling.

of the Defense's 9 April 2008 D047 motion, the ruling on which is also the subject of the instant Motion for
Reconsideration.

)



5. On or about July 27,2002, Khadr engaged U.S. military and
coalition personnel with small arms fire, killing two Afghan Militia
Force members.

6. Khadr threw andlor fired grenades at nearby coalition forces
resulting in numerous injuries.

7. When U.S. forces entered the compound upon completion of the
firefight, Khadr threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class
Christopher Speer.

United States v. Khadr, Referred Charges, at 1-2 (24 Apr. 2007); see also II Jan.
2008 Def. Mot. at 1. In its 11 January 2008 motion, the Defense claimed that the
bolded language was "surplusage," since it related to conduct that, according to
the Defense, had not been criminalized by Congress in the MCA
notwithstanding that it clearly was described in the substantive offenses section of
the Manual for Military Commissions, promulgated by the Secretary of Defense
("Secretary"). See MMC IV-6(28). On 9 April 2008, the Defense moved to
strike the underlined language as well.

d. The MCA codifies the offense of Conspiracy as follows:

Any person subject to this chapter who conspires to commit one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission under this chapter, and
who knowingly does any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy,
shall be punished, if death results to one or more of the victims, by death
or such other punishment as a military commission under this chapter may
direct, and, if death does not result to any of the victims, by such
punishment, other than death, as a military commission under this chapter
may direct.

10 U.S.c. § 950v(b)(28) (emphasis added). The MCA did not, however, expressly define
the word "conspires," but rather delegated to the Secretary the authority to elaborate the
specific elements of the offense:

Pretrial, trial, and post-trial procedures, including elements and modes of
proof, for cases triable by military commission under this chapter may be
prescribed by the Secretary ofDefense, in consultation with the Attorney
General. Such procedures shall, so far as the Secretary considers
practicable or consistent with military or intelligence activities, apply the
principles of law and the rules ofevidence in trial by general courts·
martial. Such procedures and rules of evidence may not be contrary to or
inconsistent with this chapter.

Id. § 949a(a) (emphasis added); see also MeA § 3(b).
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e. In the Manual for Military Commissions, the Secretary reasonably
interpreted the word "conspires" in the MCA as follows:

(I) The accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to
commit one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission
or otherwise joined an enterprise of persons who shared a common
criminal purpose that involved, at least in part, the commission or intended
commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission;

(2) The accused knew the unlawful purpose oCthe agreement or the
common criminal purpose of the enterprise and joined willfully, that is,
with the intent to further the unlawful purpose; and

(3) The accused knowingly committed an overt act in order to accomplish
some objective or purpose of the agreement or enterprise.

MMC lV-6(28).

f. Although the Military Judge determined that the accused could be
prosecuted for Conspiracy with respect to his pre-MCA conduct, see United States v.
Khadr, Ruling on Defense Motion to Strike Surplus Language from Charge III (0-019),
at 5 (4 Apr. 2008) ("4 Apr. 2008 Ruling"), the Military Judge determined that the word
"conspires" in the MCA must have the same meaning as that word in the court-martial
context. Based on the fact that the Manual for Courts-Martial ("MCM") does not
elaborate the Conspiracy offense in the Uniform Code of Military Justice ("UCMJ") to
include an enterprise theory of Conspiracy, see UCMJ, an. 81; MCM, Part IV-5(b). the
Military Judge determined that the elements in the Manual for Military Commissions of
the enterprise theory of Conspiracy were "contrary to" the MCA and therefore ultra vires.
See 4 Apr. 2008 Ruling at 6.

g. In his 4 April 2008 ruling, the Military Judge granted the Defense's II
January 2008 motion to strike the balded language from the charge sheet. In his 9 May
2008 ruling, the Military Judge granted the Defense's 9 April 2008 request to strike the
underlined language as well. Neither the Defense nor the Military Judge referenced the
double-underlined phrase in the overt acts portion of the specification.

6, Discussion:

a. THE MILITARY JUDGE ERRED BY FAILING TO ACCORD THE
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE'S ELABORATION IN THE MCA OF
THE CONSPIRACY OFFENSE SUFFICIENT (OR ANY)
DEFERENCE

i. Section 950v(b)(28) of the MCA codifies as a violation of the law
of war the offense of Conspiracy, and provides that "[a]ny person subject to this chapter
who conspires to commit one or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission under this chapter, and who knowingly does any overt act to effect the object
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of the conspiracy" is guilty of Conspiracy. The Secretary of Defense promulgated the
elements of Conspiracy set forth in the MMC pursuant to an express delegation of
authority from Congress. This delegation to the Secretary in the MCA is broader than
the putatively analogous delegation to the President in the UCMJ.

ii. Under section 949a(a) of the MCA, the Secretary is authorized to
prescribe "[pJretrial, trial, and post-trial procedures, including elements and modes of
proof, for cases triable by military commission." 10 U.S.C. § 949a(a) (emphasis added);
see also MCA § 3(b) ("[Tlhe Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report setting forth the
procedures for military commissions [i.e., the MMC] ...."). This delegation is broader
than the delegation to the President under Article 36(a) of the UCMJ, which authorizes
the President to prescribe only "[p]retrial, trial, and post-trial procedures, including
modes of proof, for cases arising under this chapter triable in courts-martial, military
commissions and other military tribunals, and procedures for courts of inquiry." Absent
from this list is the authority to prescribe elemenls of substantive offenses.

iii. This limitation on the President's authority to prescribe elements
of offenses has been recognized by the courts. For example, in United Stales v. Davis, 47
MJ. 484 (C.A.A.F. 1998), Judge Crawford recognized that "Article 36(a), UCMJ, 10
USC § 836(a), gives the President express authority to promulgate rules under Parts II
and III of the Manual. Part IV of the Manual is not expressly governed by Article 36(a)."
Id. at 486; accord United States v. Czeschin, 56 MJ. 346, 348 (C.A.A.F. 2002). By
contrast, where Congress has expressly delegated to the President the authority under
Article 56 of the UCMJ to determine the maximwn punishment for each offense within
the UCMJ, "courts must defer to the President's determination." United Stales v.
Zachary, 61 MJ. 813, 819 (A. Ct. Crim. App. 2005), aff'd, 63 M.J. 438 (C.A.A.F. 2006).
(Moreover, even in light of the above limitation, the C.AAF. has recognized that
"[a]lthough the President's interpretation of the elements ofan offense is not binding on
this Court, absent a contrary intention in the Constitution or a statute, this Court should
adhere to the Manual's elements ofproof" United Stales v. Guess, 48 M.J. 69, 71
(C.AAF. 1998) (Crawford, 1.) (emphasis added).) In any event, whatever limitations
may exist on the President's authority to prescribe elements of offenses under the UCMJ
stems from the specific limits of the delegation to him under that Act.

iv. By contrast, the Secretary of Defense under the MCA is charged
with prescribing, among other things, "elemenls ... for cases triable by military
commission" under the MCA. 10 U.S.C. § 949a(a) (emphasis added). Under the
Supreme Court's opinion in Chevron U.S.A. Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council,
Inc., 467 U.S. 837, 842-45 (1984), and settled principles of administrative law, the
Secretary's reasonable interpretation of ambiguous provisions of the MCA is entitled to
deference by this Commission. See also United States v. Mead Corp., 533 U.S. 218, 229
(2001) ("A very good indicator of delegation meriting Chevron treatment is express
congressional authorizations to engage in the rulemaking or adjudication process that
produces the regulations or rulings for which deference is claimed."); cf MCA § 3(b)
C"rT]he Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the
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Senate and the House of Representatives a report setting forth the procedures for military
commissions [i.e., the MMC] ....").

v. In Chevron, the Supreme Court articulated a rule, to which it has
adhered ever since. that "[i]f the court detennines Congress has not directly addressed
the precise question at issue, the question for the court is whether the agency's answer
is based on a pennissible construction of the statute." 467 U.S. at 843; see also id. at 844
("We have long recognized that considerable weight should be accorded to an executive
department's construction ofa statutory scheme it is entrusted to administer ...."). As
the D.C. Circuit recently explained,

Under step one [of Chevron], the court asks "whether Congress has
directly spoken to the ... issue;" if Congress' intent is clear, "that is the
end of the matter; for the court, as well as the agency, must give effect to
the unambiguously expressed intent of Congress." Id. at 842-43.
However, jfthe court detennines that "Congress has not directly addressed
the precise question at issue," id. at 843, then, under step two, "if the
statute is silent or ambiguous with respect to the specific issue, the
question for the court is whether the agency's answer is based on a
pennissible construction of the statute." Id.

Envtf. Del. Inc. v. EPA, 509 F.3d 553, 559 (D.C. Cir. 2007) (alteration in original).

vi. The MCA does not define the word "conspires." That definition
has been supplied by the Secretary of Defense, acting pursuant to an express delegation
of authority to promulgate elements of the offenses in the Manual for Military
Commissions. See MCA § 3(b); 10 U.S.c. § 949a(a). The MMC reasonably interprets
the word "conspires" as including at least two meanings: First, the MMC interprets
"conspires" as including "enter[ing] into an agreement with one or more persons."
MMC, Part IV·6(a)(28)(b)(1). Second, the MMC interprets the word "conspires," as
used in the MCA, to include "join[ing] an enterprise ofpersons who shared a common
criminal purpose." Id.

vii. A word that is capable of being understood in two or more possible
senses is, by deflOition, "ambiguous." The word "conspires" is ambiguous and is
susceptible of multiple definitions. For example, the American Heritage Dictionary lists
two definitions for the word "conspire": (1) "[t]o plan together secretly to commit an
illegal or wrongful act or accomplish a legal purpose through illegal action"; and (2) "[t]o
join or act together; combine." Similarly, the Oxford English Dictionary defines
"conspire" both as "agree[ing] together to do something criminal, illegal, or
reprehensible," and "combin[ingJ privily for an evil or unlawful purpose."

VIII. "In determining the scope of a statute, we look first to its language,
giving the words used their ordinary meaning." Ingalls Shipbuilding, Inc. v. Director,
Office of Workers' Compensation Programs, 519 U.S. 248,255 (1997) (quoting Moskal
v. United Stales, 498 U.S. 103, 108 (1990» (quoting UniledStates v. Turkelle, 452 U.S.
576, 580 (198 I), and Richard.~ v. United States, 369 U.S. I, 9 (1962». The word
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"conspires" in section 950v(b)(28) of the MCA may reasonably be interpreted as
(1) agreeing to do something illegal, (2) joining an enterprise for an illegal purpose, or (3)
both. lbe Secretary of Defense has reasonably interpreted the word "conspires" to cover
both fonns of conspiring, and that interpretation of an ambiguous provision is entitled to
deference by this Court. See Chevron, 467 U.S. 842-45.

ix. That the President has interpreted similar language in Article 81 of
the UCMJ differently is not dispositive with respect to whether the Secretary's
interpretation of the MCA is reasonable and entitled to deference. See MCM, Part IV
5(b). As the Supreme Court recently explained, "Agency inconsistency is not a basis for
declining to analyze the agency's interpretation under the Chevron framework." Nat 'I
Cable & Telecomms. Ass 'n v. Brand X Internet Servs., 545 U.S. 967, 981 (2005). In
Brand X, the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") interpreted an ambiguous
statutory term contrary to the Court of Appeals' prior construction of that tenn.
Notwithstanding that the FCC in effect "reversed" a prior judgment, the Court held that
the FCC's recent interpretation of the ambiguous statutory text was entitled to deference
under Chevron. See id. at 982-83. Similarly, the Court noted that an agency's changed
interpretation of an ambiguous statute it is charged with administering is as entitled to
deference as its initial interpretation of that statute. See id. at 981-82 ("That is no doubt
why in Chevron itself, this Court deferred to an agency interpretation that was a recent
reversal of agency policy.") (citing Chevron, 467 U.S. at 857-58).

x. So, too, here, the meaning of the word "conspires" in UCMJ
Article 81 and MCA § 950v(b)(28) is ambiguous. The President has reasonably
interpreted it, in the context of courts-martial, to mean "[t]hat the accused entered into an
agreement with one or more persons to commit an offense under the code." MeM, Part
IV-5(b)(1). The Secretary of Defense has also reasonably interpreted the word
"conspires," in accordance with its ordinary meaning, to include both "enter[ing] into an
agreement with one or more persons," as welt as "join[ing] an enterprise of persons who
shared a common criminal purpose." MMC, Part rV-6(a)(28)(bXl). Both the President's
and the Secretary of Defense's interpretations of the word "conspires" are reasonable,
and both are entitled to deference under Chevron.2

xi. We note that the issue here is not whether the Secretary of Defense
receives Chevron-deference in enforcing a statute, but rather whether the Secretary
receives Chevron-deference in interpreting and implementing a statute. The Secretary

2 Thus in contraslto the Government's decision to prosecute (which is not entitled to Chevron
deference vis-ii-vis a defendant's guilt, see, e.g., Gonzales v. Oregon, 546 U.S. 243, 264 (2006); Crandon v.
United States, 494 U.S. \ 52, 177 (1990) (Scalia, J., concurring in judgment», Congress can impose
criminal punishments upon those who violate rules promulgated by Executive Branch officials, see, e.g.,
United States v. Grimaud, 220 U.S. 506 (1911), and those punitive rules are entitled to deference. The
GrimaudCourt emphasized that "when Congress (has] legislated and indicated its will, it [can] give to
those who were to act under such general provisions 'power to fill up the details' by the establishment of
administrative rules and regulations, the violation of which [can] be punished by fine or imprisonment
fixed by Congress, or by penalties fixed by Congress or measured by the injury done." Id. at 511. Here,
Congress expressly delegated to the Secretary the power to promulgate the elements of the MCA's
substantive offenses, and the Secretary has reasonably done so.
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has been entrusted not merely with enforcing the MCA, but with interpreting it.
MCA § 3(b) and 10 U.S.C. § 949a(a) authorized the Secretary of Defense to promulgate
the MMe, which sets forth the elements of the Conspiracy offense. Whatever level of
deference may be appropriate with respect to, for example, the Prosecution's
interpretation of the MCA and MMC in a particular case, where the Secretary has
promulgated regulations implementing the MCA, he has acted in a rule·making, rather
than in an enforcement or adjudicatory, capacity, and he therefore must receive Chevron
deference, just as the head of the EPA would when he promulgates environmental
regulations pursuant to a statute. See Sash v. Zenk, 439 F.3d 61, 67 (2d Cir. 2006) ("The
Supreme Court has rejected the idea that the rule of lenity should trump the deference we
traditionally afford to reasonable administrative regulations.") (citing Babbiu v. Sweet
Home Chapter a/Communities/or a Greater Oregon, 515 U.S. 687, 704 (1995»; see
also Sweet f10me Chapter, 515 U.S. at 704 & n.18 (holding that EPA's interpretation of a
statute was reasonable and deserving of deference even though the statute was criminally
enforced).) Accordingly, Chevron is fully applicable to the Secretary's articulation in the
MMC of the elements of the MCA's Conspiracy offense.

xii. The Military Judge's rulings on D019 and 0047 also ignore that
many offenses triable by military commission have unique international law aspects not
implicated by offenses listed in the MCM, which emphatically does not purport to list or
codify all offenses traditionally triable by military commission or the law of war. In
addition, whatever may be said of the meaning of Conspiracy in the domestic sphere,
there is ample historical precedent for criminalizing the enterprise theory of Conspiracy
as a violation of the law of war. See, e.g., United States v. Goring. et al. (1 Oct. 1946), in
Triolo/The Major War Criminals Be/ore the International Military Tribunal, Judgment,
Vol. I, at 256 (1947) ("A criminal organization is analogous to a criminal conspiracy in
that the essence of both is cooperation for criminal purposes. There must be a group
bound together and organized for a common purpose."); Trial ofMartin Gottfried Weiss
and Thirty-Nine Others (The Dachau Concentration Camp Trial), United Nations War
Crimes Commission, Case No. 60 (15 Nov.· 13 Dec. 1945), in Law Reports ofTrials of
War Criminals, Vol. XI, at 5,12-15 (1949) (accused were convicted of"act[ing] in
pursuance of a common design to commit" unlawful acts against prisoners); Military
Commissions, 11 Gp. Atty. Gen. 297, 298, 312 (1865) (endorsing the prosecution by
military commission of the Lincoln assassination conspirators, who were charged with
"combining, confederating and conspiring" to kill President Lincoln, and explaining that
"to unite with banditti, jayhawkers, guerillas, or any other unauthorized marauders is a
high offence against the laws of war, the offence is complete when (he band is organized
or joined The atrocities committed by such a band do not constitute the offence, but
make the reasons, and sufficient reasons they are. why such banditti are denounced by
the laws 0/war.'J (emphasis added). As these precedents demonstrate. joining a band or
enterprise that violates the law of war is itself a violation of the law of war, punishable by

, To the extent courts-martial have interpreted the UCMJ in a contrary fashion, such decisions are
inapposite-since they rely on a more limited delegation to the President in the UCMJ-and, in any evenl,
are not binding on this Commission. See 10 U.S.C. § 948b(c) ("The judicial construction and application
of [the UCMJI are not binding on military commissions established under this chapter.").
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military commission. See generally United States v. Khadr, Government's Response to
the Defense's Motion to Dismiss Charge III (Conspiracy) at 5-13 (14 Dec. 2007).

xiii. Furthermore, within the specific context of the war crime at issue
in the present motion, the President in 2003 defined "Conspiracy" as including both
"enter[ing] into an agreement with one or more persons to commit one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission," as well as "join[ing] an enterprise
of persons who shared a common criminal purpose that involved, at least in part, the
commission or intended commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by
military commission." 32 C.F.R. § 11.6(c)(6)(iXA) (2003). Given that Congress
legislated in the MCA against the backdrop of the President's prior military order
governing the conflict with aJ Qaeda, it was certainly reasonable for the Secretary to
maintain such an interpretation of the Conspiracy offense, insofar as permitted by the
MCA.

b. EVEN IF THE ENTEPRISE THEORY OF CONSPIRACY IS NOT
AUTHORIZED BY 10 U.S.c. § 950v(b)(28), IT IS ITSELF A
VIOLATION OF THE LAW OF WAR, AND THEREFORE MAY
BE TRIED BEFORE TffiS COMMISSION

i. This military commission has "jurisdiction to try any offense made
punishable by [the MCA] or the law afwar when committed by an alien unlawful enemy
combatant before, on, or after September 11,2001." 10 U.S.c. § 948d(a) (emphasis
added). That is, this commission's jurisdiction is not limited to those offenses
specifically enumerated in section 950v(b) of the MCA, nor is it limited to those offenses
codified in Part IV of the MMC (which codifies the offenses enumerated in section
950v(b) ofthe MCA). Rather, this military commission may try violations of the law of
war, even with respect to offenses not codified in the MCA.

ii. Not only does such a conclusion follow from the clear language of
section 948d(a) of the MCA, but it also follows from historical practice. For example,
the German nationals who were tried before U.S.·convened military commissions in
Johnson v. Eisentrager, 339 U.S. 763 (1950), were not tried for violating domestic U.S.
law, but rather for violating the un·codified "laws and customs of war." Johnson v.
Eisentrager, Joint Appendix of Exhibits in the D.C. Cir., Ex. C, in Trans. of Record, S.
Ct., No. 306, Johnson v. Eisentrager, at 25·26 (1949). Similarly, in Ex parte Quirin, 317
U.S. I (1942), the Nazi conspirators there were tried for the offense of conspiracy under
the un·codified law of war. See id. at 23, 27-28.

Ill. Although not binding on this Commission, the International
Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in several decisions has found that
joining an enterprise of persons who share a common criminal purpose is and has been
punishable under customary intemationallaw. See. e.g., Prosecutor v. Krnojelac, Case
No. IT-97-25-A, Judgment, ~~ 28-32 (ICTY Appeals Cbamber 17 Sept. 2003);
Prosecutor v. Tadic, Case No. IT-94-I-A, Judgment, ~ 189·224 (ICTY Appeals
Chamber 15 July 1999). In that regard, we note that Khadr is accused ofjoining an
enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose that involved the

10



commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission, viz.,
attacking civilians, attacking civilian objects, murder in violation of the Jaw of war,
destruction of propel1y in violation of the law of war, and terrorism. The ICTY
prosecutions themselves involved offenses dating to the early 1990s, before the accused
joined al Qaeda. In other words, the accused is charged with conduct that has
traditionally been prosecuted, not only by military commission convened by the United
States, but also by international tribunals.4

IV. Because the elements of the Conspiracy offense set forth in the
MMC are reasonable interpretations of the word "conspires" in the MCA, those
elements-including the enterprise theory of the Conspiracy offense-are entitled to
deference and have the force of law in this military commission. In addition, the
existence of a common criminal enterprise theory ofliability made punishable by the law
of war further authorizes a charge of conspiracy in this case. ~ The Commission should
reject he accused's claim that the enterprise theory of Conspiracy is not supported by the
MCA or international law.

c. THE REMEDY ORDERED BY THE MILITARY JUDGE
RENDERS THE CHARGE SHEET DEFECTIVE AS TO THE
AGREEMENT THEORY OF CONSPIRACY

i. Per the Military Judge's 4 April 2008 and 9 May 2008 rulings, the
Conspiracy specification against the accused now reads as follows:

In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around
Afghanistan, from at least June 1, 2002, to on or about July 27, 2002,
conspire and agree with Usama bin Laden, Ayman at Zawahiri, Sheikh
Sayecd al Masri, Saifal Adel, Ahmed Sa'id Khadr (alkJaJ Abu AI-Rahman

4 To the extent that Justice Stevens in Hamdan v. RumsfeM, J26 S. Cl. 2749 (2006), reached a
contrary conclusion, see id. at 2784-85 (plurality op.), such a conclusion is unpersuasive for the reasons
already stated and, in any event, is not binding on this commission. See, e.g., CIS Corp. II. Dynamics
Corp. ofAm., 481 U.S. 69, 81 (1987) ("[W]e are not bound by [a plurality opinion's] reasoning."); see also
Horton v. California, 496 U.S. 128, 136 (1990) (reaffirming that a plurality view that does not command a
majority is not binding precedent). As explained above, whether or not a theory ofjoint enterprise liability
has been prosecuted as a separate substantive offense or a species of accomplice liability is a distinction
without a difference, at least insofar as we are considering whether the accused's conduct was prohibited
under intemationallaw al the time of the offense. Cf Calder v. Bull, 3 U.S. (3 Dati.) 386, 390 (1798)
(Chase, J.) (the Ex POSt Facto Clause prohibits "[e7very law that makes an action, done before the passing
of the law, and which was innocent when don!:, criminal") (emphasis added); cf also Francis Lieber,
Guerilla Parties Considered with Reference to the Laws and Usages ofWar 1,7.8 (1862) (noting that, in
spite of the "pal1icularly confused" definition of the term "guerilla" under the law of war, those who carried
on "an irregular war" during the Civil War (i.e., guerillas) were nonetheless punished for violating the law
of war).

, Were this Coul1 to determine that the enterprise theory could only be tried under the law of war
and section 948d(a) of the MCA, and not under section 950v(b)(28), the Government may seek leave to
amend the charge sheet and refer the charge of Conspiracy on that basis.
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Al-Kanadi), and various other members and associates for the al Qaeda
organization, known and unknown; said agreement to commit the
following offenses triable by military commission: attacking civilians;
attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the law of war;
destruction of property in violation of the law of war; and terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement or enterprise, Omar Khadr
knowingly committed overt acts, including, but not limited to, the
following.

II. Thus, as amended by the Military Judge's rulings, Khadr now
stands accused of: (1) entering into an agreement with Usama bin Laden and others to
commit certain violations of the law of war; and (2) knowingly committing several overt
acts in furtherance of that agreement. However, as already described, the MMC sets
forth the following three elements for the Conspiracy offense:

(1) The accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to
commit one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission or
otherwise joined an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal
purpose that involved, at least in part, the commission or intended
commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission;

(2) The accused knew the unlawful purpose ofthe agreement or the
common criminal purpose of the enterprise and joined willfully, that is,
with the intent to further the unlawful purpose; and

(3) The accused knowingly committed an overt act in order to accomplish
some objective or purpose ofthe agreement or enterprise.

MMC IV-6(28) (emphasis added).

iii. The charge sheet, as amended by the Military Judge, thus alleges
conduct sufficient to meet the first and third elements of the agreement theory of the
Conspiracy offense, but completely omits the second element ofthe offense.

iv. Assuming that the Military Judge intended to permit the
Government to pursue a Conspiracy charge against the accused under the agreement
theory, cf 4 Apr. 2008 Ruling at 5 ("There was a reasonable basis for Congress, in 2006,
to detennine that the offense of conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war was
punishable by military commissions, before, on, and after II September 2001."), it is
difficult to see how that will be possible if the Government cannot charge the accused
with having entered into an agreement that the accused knew involved law of war
violations.

v. As revised by the Military Judge, the charge sheet with respect to
the Conspiracy offense is now defective since it alleges only two of the necessary three
elements of that offense. Since the Military Judge, see id at 5-6, and even the Defense,
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see II Jan. 2008 Def. Mot. at 2-3, apparently concede that the elements of the Conspiracy
offense set forth in the MMC with respect to the agreement theory accurately describe at
least part of the offense enacted by Congress in the MCA, the Military Judge's decision
to strike the mens rea element from the charge sheet was clear error and should be
reconsidered and corrected.6

d. CONCLUSION

I. The enterprise theory ofliability for the Conspiracy offense under
the MMC is statutorily authorized by the MCA, and the Secretary's interpretation of that
offense is entitled to deference under Chevron. Moreover, even if the enterprise theory of
the Conspiracy offense were not authorized by section 950v(b)(28) of the MCA, the
accused is properly charged with such an offense because it is a violation of the law of
war, and this court's jurisdiction includes both offenses made punishable under the MCA
in addition to violations of the law of war. See 10 U.S.c. § 948d(a). In addition, the
Military Judge's "remedy" rendered the charge sheet defective with respect to the
agreement theory of the Conspiracy offense, since it deleted the Government's allegation
that the accused knew the unlawful purpose of the agreement, which knowledge is an
element of the offense.

ii. This Motion for Reconsideration should be granted, and the
deleted lang~lage from the charge sheet restored.

7. Oral Argument: The Government does not request oral argument.

~ As explained in Part 6.a., supra, the Military Judge must defer to the Secretary's reasonable
interprelation in the MMC of the MCA 's Conspiracy offense. In the event that the Military Judge
disagrees, however, with the Government's position, the Government assumes that the Military Judge will,
al minimum, want to correct the now-defective charge sheet. Thus, if the Mililary Judge still intends, over
the Government's strong objection, 10 strike the enterprise theory of Conspiracy from the charge sheet, the
revised specification should read as follows:

In that Omar Ahmed Khadr. a person subject 10 trial by military commission as
an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan, from alleast June I,
2002 to on or about July 27, 2002, conspire and agree with Usama bin Laden, Ayman al
Zawahiri, Sheikh Sayeed al Masri, Saifal Adel, Ahmed Sa'id Khadr (aIkIaJ Abu AI
Rahman AI.Kanadi), and various Olher members and associates for the al Qaeda
organization, known and unknown, ami willfullyjaiH aH enterprise afpersafls, ta wil: al
~ed by Usama bin baden, in 6r aballt 1989, tltat has engaged i:A hastilities
against Ihe Uniled States, inell1dillg atlacks agaiRst lite AmerisaR embassies in Kenya
and TaRz,allia in Allgllst 1998, tlte altaek agaiflst tlte USS Cale in Oetaber 200Q, tke
auaeks all Ike Uniled Slates an September II, 200 I, llAd further auael,s sanlinliiflg la
date againsl tke United States; said agreement alld enterprise sharing a sammaR sriminal
ooceminf..an up lawful purpose known to the accused to commit the following offenses
Iriable by military commission: attacking civilians; auacking civilian objects; murder in
violation of the law of war; destruction of property in violation of the taw of war; and
terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement-er-&nterpri5e, Omar Khadr knowingly
committed oven acts. including. but not limited to, the following ....
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8. Witnesses and Evidence: The evidence and testimony necessary to grant this
Motion for Reconsideration are already in the record.

9. Certificate of Conference: The Defense opposes this Motion.

10. Additional Information:

a. United States v. Khadr, Ruling on Defense Special Request for Relief in
Light of the Commission's Ruling on 0019 to Strike Surplus Language from Charge rn
(0047),9 May 200S.

b. United Slales v. Khadr, Ruling on Defense Motion to Strike Surplus
Lansuage from Charge III (0019),4 Apr. 2OOS.

II. Submitted by:

~D.~
Jeffrey D. Groharing
Major, U.S. Marine Corps
Prosecutor

Keith A. Petty
Captain, U.S. Anny
Assistant Prosecutor

John F. Murphy
Assistant Prosecutor
Assistant U.S. Attomey
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D.()47
Defense Special Request fol'" Relief in light of the
commission's ruling on 0-019 to Strike Surplus

Language from Charge III

Ruling

1. The defense filed this special request for relief by email on 9 April 2008. The
government responded on 22 April 2008. either party chose to argue the motion on the
record on 8 May 2007.

2. The commission adheres to its ruling in 0·019 and the matters and analysis contained
therein. The language requested to be stricken is hereby deleted.

3. The Specification of Charge III shall now read as follows:

Specification: In that Gmar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan,
from at least June 1,2002, to on or about July 27, 2002, conspire and agree with
Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri, Sheikh Sayeed al Masri, Saifal AdeI, Ahmed
Sa'id Khadr (a/k/a Abu AI-Rahman Al-Kanadi), and various other members and
associates of the al Qaeda organization, known and unknown; said agreement to
commit the following offenses triable by military commission: attacking civilians;
attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the law of war; destruction of
property in violation of the law of war; and terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement or enterprise, Gmar Khadr knowingly committed
overt acts, including, but not limited to, the following:

I. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month of one-on
one, private al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda member named "Abu
Haddi.", consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles,
pistols, hand grenades, and explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnaissance
against the U.S. military in support ofefforts to target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

3. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month of land mine training.



4. In or about July 2002, Khadr joined a group of Al Qaeda operatives and
converted land mines to improvised explosive devices and planted said
improvised explosive devices in the ground where; based on previous
surveillance, U.S. troops were expected to be traveling.

5. On or about July 27,2002, Khadr engaged U.s. military and coalition personnel
with small arms fire, killing two Afghan Militia Force members.

6. Khadr threw and/or fired grenades at nearby coalition forces resulting in
numerous IOJUTles.

7. When U.S. forces entered the compound upon completion of the firefight,
Khadr threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer.

4. The defense special request for relief is granted.

Peter E. Brownback 11I
COL, JA, USA
Military Judge

2



UNITED STATES v. KHADR

C.M.C.R. Case No. 08-003

APPENDIX
TO APPELLANT'S BRIEF

EXHIBITD



UNITED STATES
OF

AMERICA

v

OMAR AHMED KHADR
aIkIa "Akhbar Farhad"
afkIa "Akhbar Famad"

aIkIa "Ahmed Muhammed Khahit!

}
}
}
}

}
}
}
}
}
}

0-010
Ruling on Defense Motion to Dismiss Charge ill

for Lack of Subject Matter Jurisdiction

21 April 2008

1. The commission has considered the defense motion, the government response, and the
defense reply. In this ruling, the commission does not address those aspects of the
Specification of Charge III upon which it ruled in 0-019.

2. Charge III and its Specification read as follows (as alleged prior to the commission
ruling in 0-019):

CHARGE III, VIOLATION OF 10 U.S.c. §950v(b)(28), CONSPIRACY

Specification: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan,
from at least June 1,2002, to on or about July 27, 2002, conspire and agree with
Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri, Sheikh Sayeed al Masri, Saifal Adel, Ahmed
Sa'id Khadr (a/k/a Abu AI-Rahman AI-Kanadi), and various other members and
associates of the al Qaeda organization, known and unknown, and willfully join an
enterprise of persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about
1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United States, including attacks
against me American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998, the attack
against the USS COLE in October 2000, me attacks on the United States on
September 11,2001, and further attacks, continuing to date against the United States;
said agreement and enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the
accused to commit the following offenses triable by military
commission: attacking civilians; attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the
law of war; destruction of property in violation of the law of war; and terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement or enterprise, Omar Khadr knowingly committed
overt acts, including, but not limited to, the following:



1. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month of one~on~
one, private al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda member named "Abu
Haddi.", consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles,
pistols, hand grenades, and explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnaissance
against the U.S. military in support of efforts to target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

3. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month ofland mine training.

4. In or about July 2002, Khadr joined a group of AI Qaeda operatives and
converted land mines to improvised explosive devices and planted said
improvised explosive devices in the ground where; based on previous
surveillance, U.S. troops were expected to be traveling.

5. On or about July 27,2002, Khadr engaged U.S. military and coalition personnel
with small arms fire, killing two Afghan Militia Force members.

6. Khadr threw and/or fired grenades at nearby coalition forces resulting in
numerous mJunes.

7. When U.S. forces entered the compound upon completion of the fire fight,
Khadr threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer.

3. Paragraph 6(28), Part IV, Manual for Military Commissions, which contains both the
text of Sec 950v(b)(28) and the Secretary's implementation of the statute, reads as
follows:

6(28) CONSPIRACY.

a. Text. "Any person subject to this chapter who conspires to commit one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission under this chapter, and who
knowingly does any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy, shall be punished,
if death results to one or more of the victims, by death or such other punishment as a
military commission under this chapter may direct, and, if death does not result to any
of the victims, by such punishment, other than death, as a military commission under
this chapter may direct."

b. Elements.

(1) The accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to commit
one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission or otherwise
joined an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose that
involved, at least in part, the commission or intended commission of one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission;
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(2) The accused knew lhe unlawful purpose of the agreement or the common
criminal purpose of the enterprise and joined willfully, that is, with the intent to
further the unlawful purpose; and

(3) The accused knowingly commined an overt act in order to accomplish some
objective or purpose oflhe agreement or enterprise.

c. Commem.

(I) Two or more persons are required in order to have a conspiracy. Knowledge
of the identity of co-eonspirators and lheir particular connection with the
agreement or enterprise need not be established. A person may be guilty of
conspiracy although incapable of committing the intended offense. The joining of
another conspirator after the conspiracy has been established does not create a
new conspiracy or affect the status of the other conspirators. The agreement or
common criminal purpose in a conspiracy need not be in any particular form or
manifested in any formal words.

(2) The agreement or enterprise must, at least in part. involve the commission or
intended commission of one or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission. A single conspiracy may embrace multiple criminal objectives. The
agreement need not include knowledge that any relevant offense is in fact "triable
by military commission." Although the accused must be subject to the MeA,
other co-conspirators need not be.

(3) The overt act must be done by the accused, and it must be done to effectuate
the object of the conspiracy or in furtherance of the common criminal purpose.
The accused need not have entered the agreement or criminal enterprise at the
time of the overt act.

(4) The overt act need not be in itself criminal, but it must advance the purpose of
the conspiracy. Although committing the intended offense may constitute the
overt act, it is not essential that the object offense be committed. It is not essential
that any substantive offense, including the object offense, be committed.

(5) Each conspirator is liable for all offenses committed pursuant to or in
furtherance of the conspiracy by any of the co-conspirators, after such conspirator
has joined the conspiracy and while the conspiracy continues and such conspirator
remains a party to it.

(6) A party to the conspiracy who withdraws from or abandons the agreement or
enterprise before the commission of an overt act by any conspirator is not guilty
of conspiracy. An effective withdrawal or abandonment must consist of
affirmative conduct that is wholly inconsistent with adherence to the unlawful
agreement or common criminal purpose and that shows that the party has severed
all connection with the conspiracy. A conspirator who effectively withdraws from
or abandons the conspiracy after the performance of an overt act by one of the
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conspirators remains guilty of conspiracy and of any offenses committed pursuant
to the conspiracy up to the time of the withdrawal or abandonment. The
withdrawal of a conspirator from the conspiracy does not affect the
status of the remaining members.

(7) That the object of the conspiracy was impossible to effect is not a defense to
this offense.

(8) Conspiracy to commit an offense is a separate and distinct offense from any
offense committed pursuant to or in furtherance of the conspiracy, and both the
conspiracy and any related offense may be charged, tried, and punished
separately. Conspiracy should be charged separately from the related substantive
offense. It is not a lesser-included offense of the substantive offense.

d. Maximum Punishment. Death, if the death of any person occurs as a result of the
conspIracy.

4. Congress possesses express enumerated authority under Article I, Section 8, Clause
10, of the Constitution to enact the Military Commissions Act of2oo6. The plenary
power given to Congress "to define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the
high seas, and Offences against the Law of Nations" establishes the prima facie validity
of the statute in question.

5. The Supreme Court has recognized that Congress could define offenses against the
Law of Nations:

It is no objection that Congress in providing for the trial of such offenses has not
itsel f undertaken to codify that branch ofintemationallaw or to mark its precise
boundaries, or to enumerate or define by statute all the acts which that law
condemns....Congress had the choice of crystallizing in permanent form and in
minute detail every offense against the law of war, or of adopting the system of
common law applied by military tribunals so far as it should be recognized and
deemed applicable by the courts. It chose the latter course. Ex Parte Quirin, 317
U.S. 1, 12,63 S.C!. 2 (1942).

6. The commission has considered the cases and authorities cited by the defense and
prosecution and finds:

1) There was a reasonable basis for Congress, in 2006, to determine that the
offense of conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war was part of the common law
of war, before, on, and after II September 2001; and,

2) There was a reasonable basis for Congress, in 2006, to determine that the
offense of conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war was punishable by military
commissions, before, on, and after II September 2001.
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7. The defense assens that the specific statutory provision in Question, 10 U.s.C. Sec.
950v(b)(28), did not exist at the time of the offenses charged. Since the offenses charged
allegedly occurred in 2002 and the statute in question was enacted in 2006, that assertion
is beyond dispute. Assuming for the purposes of this paragraph of this motion that Mr.
Khadr is entitled to specific, partial or limited protections of the Constitution, the
commission will evaluate the provision in light of ex postfacto standards:

a. On its face, the provision applies to Mr. Khadr. The jurisdictional provisions of
the MCA (Section 948d) set forth that any person who may be tried by a military
commission may be tried for any offense listed in the MCA - whether committed before,
on, or after II September 200 I.

b. The Supreme Court has recognized Congress' authority in this area (See. eg.,
Ex Parte Quir;", 317 U.S. 1,63 S.Ct. 2 (1942). It has stated that "An important incident
to the conduct of war is the adoption of measures by the military command not only to
repel and defeat the enemy, but to seize and subject to disciplinary measures those
enemies who in their attempt to thwart or impede our military effort have violated the law
of war." Ex Parte Quirin, Id., at 10.

c. The Congressional decision to enact the murder in violation of the law of war
provision was not a decision to create a new crime and Congress did not create a new
crime. The Supreme Court recognized that Congress has and has had the choice of
allowing military commissions to determine for themselves what are violations of the law
of war or of setting out specifically certain violations of the law of war. "Congress had
the choice ofcrystallizing in pennanent form and in minute detail every offense against
the law of war, or of adopting the system ofcommon law applied by military tribunals so
far as it should be recognized and deemed applicable by the couns...... Ex Parte Quirin,
Id.. at 12.

d. The commission concludes that prosecution of Mr. Khadr for the offense of
conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war, as defined by the provision in
question, does not violate ex post facto standards - whether under the Constitution or
intemationallaw.

8. The commission has reviewed Charge III and its Specification. The Specification
alleges a violation of the statute. The offense alleged in the Specification, conspiracy to
commit various violations of the law of war, is a violation of the law of war.

9. The defense motion to dismiss Charge 1JI and its Specification is denied.

Peter E. Brownback III
COL, lA, USA
Military Judge
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0-019
Ruling on Defense Motion to Strike Surplus

Language from Charge III

4 April 2008

I. The commission has considered the defense motion and the government response.
There was no oral argument on the motion.

2. Charge III and its Specification read as follows:

CHARGE III: VIOLATION OF 10 U.S.c. §9S0v(b)(28), CONSPIRACY

Specification: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan,
from at least June 1,2002, to on or about July 27, 2002, conspire and agree with
Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri, Sheikh Sayeed a1 Masri, Saifal Adel, Ahmed
Sa'id Khadr (a/k/a Abu AI-Rahman AI-Kanadi), and various other members and
associates of the al Qaeda organization, known and unknown, and willfully join an
enterprise of persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about
1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United States, including attacks
against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998, the attack
against the USS COLE in October 2000, the attacks on the United States on
September II, 200 I, and further attacks, continuing to date against the United States;
said agreement and enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the
accused to commit the following offenses triable by military commission: attacking
civilians; attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the law of war; destruction
of property in violation of the law of war; and terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement or enterprise, Gmar Khadr knowingly committed
overt acts, including, but not limited to, the following:

1. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month of one·on
one, private al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda member named "Abu



Haddi," consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles,
pistols, hand grenades, and explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnaissance
against the U.S. military in support of efforts to target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

3. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month ofland mine training.

4. In or about July 2002, Khadr joined a group of AI Qaeda operatives and
converted land mines to improvised explosive devices and planted said
improvised explosive devices in the ground where; based on previous
surveillance, U.S. troops were expected 10 be traveling.

5. On or about July 27, 2002, Khadr engaged U.S. military and coalition
personnel with small anns fire, killing two Afghan Militia Force members.

6. Khadr threw and/or fired grenades at nearby coalition forces resulting in
numerous InJunes.

7. When U.S. forces entered the compound upon completion of the firefight,
Khadr threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer.

3. Paragraph 6(28), Part IV, Manual for Military Commissions, which contains both the
text of Sec 950v(b)(28) and the Secretary's implementation of the statute, reads as
follows:

6(28) CONSPIRACY.

a. Text. "Any person subject to this chapter who conspires to commit one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission under this chapter, and who
knowingly does any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy, shall be
punished, if death results to one or more of the victims, by death or such other
punishment as a military commission under this chapter may direct, and, if death
does not result to any of the victims, by such punishment, other than death, as a
military commission under this chapter may direct."

b. Elements.

(1) The accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to commit
one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission or otherwise
joined an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose that
involved, at least in part, the commission or intended commission ofone or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission;
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(2) The accused knew the unlawful purpose of the agreement or the common
criminal purpose of the enterprise and joined willfully, that is, with the intent to
further the unlawful purpose; and

(3) The accused knowingly committed an overt act in order to accomplish some
objective or purpose of the agreement or enterprise.

c. Comment.

(1) Two or more persons are required in order to have a conspiracy. Knowledge
of the identity of co-conspirators and their particular connection with the
agreement or enterprise need not be established. A person may be guilty of
conspiracy although incapable of committing the intended offense. The joining of
another conspirator after the conspiracy has been established does not create a
new conspiracy or affect the status of the other conspirators. The agreement or
common criminal purpose in a conspiracy need not be in any particular fonn or
manifested in any fonnal words.

(2) The agreement or enterprise must, at least in part, involve the commission or
intended commission ofone or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission. A single conspiracy may embrace multiple criminal objectives. The
agreement need not include knowledge that any relevant offense is in fact "triable
by military commission." Although the accused must be subject to the MeA,
other c0 6 conspirators need not be.

(3) The overt act must be done by the accused, and it must be done to effectuate
the object of the conspiracy or in furtherance of the common criminal purpose.
The accused need not have entered the agreement or criminal enterprise at the
time of the overt act.

(4) The overt act need not be in itself criminal, but it must advance the purpose of
the conspiracy. Although committing the intended offense may constitute the
overt act, it is not essential that the object offense be committed. It is not essential
that any substantive offense, including the object offense, be committed.

(5) Each conspirator is liable for all offenses committed pursuant to or in
furtherance of the conspiracy by any of the co-conspirators, after such conspirator
has joined the conspiracy and while the conspiracy continues and such conspirator
remains a party to it.

(6) A party to the conspiracy who withdraws from or abandons the agreement or
enterprise before the commission of an overt act by any conspirator is not guilty
of conspiracy. An effective withdrawal or abandonment must consist of
afTinnative conduct that is wholly inconsistent with adherence to the unlawful
agreement or common criminal purpose and that shows that the party has severed
all connection with the conspiracy. A conspirator who effectively withdraws from
or abandons the conspiracy after the perfonnance of an overt act by one of the
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conspirators remains guilty ofconspiracy and ofany offenses committed pursuant
to the conspiracy up to the time of the withdrawal or abandonment. The
withdrawal of a conspirator from the conspiracy does not affect the
status of the remaining members.

(7) That the object ofthe conspiracy was impossible to effect is not a defense to
this offense.

(8) Conspiracy to commit an offense is a separate and distinct offense from any
offense committed pursuant to or in furtherance of the conspiracy, and both the
conspiracy and any related offense may be charged, tried, and punished
separately. Conspiracy should be charged separately from the related substantive
offense. It is not a lesser-included offense of the substantive offense.

d. Maximum Punishment. Death, if the death of any person occurs as a result of
the conspiracy.

4. Congress possesses express enumerated authority under Article I, Section 8, Clause
10, of the Constitution to enact the Military Commissions Act of2oo6. The plenary
power given to Congress "to define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the
high seas, and Offences against the Law of ations" establishes theprimafacie validity
of the statute in question.

5. The Supreme Coun has recognized that Congress could define offenses against the
Law of Nations:

It is no objection that Congress in providing for the trial of such offenses has not
itselfundenaken to codify that branch of intemationallaw or to mark its precise
boundaries, or to enumerate or define by statute all the acts which that law
condemns....Congress had the choice of crystallizing in pennanent fonn and in
minute detail every offense against the law of war, or of adopting the system of
common law applied by military tribunals so far as it should be recognized and
deemed applicable by the courts. It chose the latter course. Ex Parte QUiri". 317
U.S. I, 12, 63 S.C!. 2 (1942).

6. In Section 949a of the Military Commissions Act of 2006, Congress authorized the
Secretary of Defense to establish certain rules and procedures in connection with military
commissions:

"§ 949a. Rules

"(a) PROCEDURES AND RULES OF EVIDENCE.-Pretnal, trial, and
post-trial procedures, including elements and modes of proof, for
cases triable by military commission under this chapter may be
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the
Attorney General. Such procedures shall, so far as the Secretary
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considers practicable or consistent with military or intelligence
activities, apply the principles of law and the rules of evidence
in trial by general courts-martial. Such procedures and rules of
evidence may not be contrary to or inconsistent with this chapter.

The Secretary used this authority to publish the Manual for Military Commissions.
Specifically, the Secretary established the elements for the offense of conspiracy in
violation of Section 950v(b)(28) of the Act.

7. The defense moves to have the language of Specification of Charge HI shown in bold
below struck from the Specification:

Specification: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by military
commission as an alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan,
from at least June 1,2002, to on or about July 27, 2002, conspire and agree with
Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Zawahiri, Sheikh Sayeed al Masri, Saif al Adel, Ahmed
Sa'id Khadr (alkla Abu Al·Rahrnan AI-Kanadi), and various other members and
associates of the a1 Qaeda organization, known and unknown, and willfully join an
enterprise of persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about
1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United States, including attacks
against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998, the
attack against the USS COLE in October 2000, the attacks on the United States
on September II, 200 I, and further attacks, continuing to date against the United
States; said agreement and enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known
to the accused to commit the following offenses triable by military commission:
attacking civilians; attacking civilian objects; murder in violation of the law of war;
destruction of property in violation of the law of war; and terrorism.

The commission makes no finding or ruling concerning the underlined wording'shown
above, since those words were not addressed by the defense motion.

8. The commission has considered the cases and authorities cited by the defense and
prosecution and finds:

I) There was a reasonable basis for Congress, in 2006, to detennine that the
offense of conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war was part of the common law
of war, before, on, and after II September 2001; and,

2) There was a reasonable basis for Congress, in 2006, to detennine that the
offense of conspiracy to commit violations of the law of war was punishable by military
commissions, before, on, and after 11 September 2001.

3) "(T)he principles of law ... in trial by general courts-martial. .. " establish a
clear and consistent meaning to the tenn and offense of conspiracy.
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4) The elements propounded by the Secretary in Paragraph 6(28), Part IV, of
Manual for Military Commissions go beyond the elements for conspiracy under the
principles oflaw in general courts·martial.

5) Since the elements propounded by the Secretary in Paragraph 6(28), Part IV,
of Manual for Military Commissions go beyond the elements for conspiracy under the
principles oflaw in general courts-martial, those elements, insofar as they refer to an
enterprise of persons with a common criminal purpose, are "contrary to or inconsistent
with" the statutory offense ofconspiracy· as set forth in Sec 950v(b)(28).

9. The defense motion to strike the language in the Specification of Charge Ill, as shown
in bold in paragraph 7 above, is granted. The commission will further allow the defense
to supplement its motion to address the language underlined in paragraph 7 above.

Peter E. Brownback 111
COL,lA, USA
Military Judge
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GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE

To the Defense Motion to Strike Surplus
Language from Charge III

January 18.2008

J. Timeliness: This motion is filed within the timclines established by the Military
Commissions Trial Judiciary Rule of Court 3(6)(b) and the Military Judge's scheduling
order of 28 November 2007.

2. Relief Requested: The Government respectfully submits that the Defense
Motion to Strike Surplus Language from Charge III should be denied.

3. Overview: The language in the Prosecution's charge sheet in the instant case,
specifically in regard to the "enterprise of persons" language, is per se relevant as the
language represents valid elements of the Conspiracy charge. The language citing "al
Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about 1989, that has engaged in hostilities
against the United States, including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania in August 1998. that attack against the U.S.S Cole in October 2000, and
attacks on the United States..." are aU facts pertinent to the criminal conduct alleged in
the charges and are properly plead. As the Manual for Military Commissions (MCM)
states that the specification may be in any format. l and the language in Charge III is
properly plead, the Defense motion should be denied.

4. Burden and Persuasion: The government does not agree with the Defense
a~sertion that this is a challenge to the subject matter jurisdjction of the military
commission. As the accused is charged with Conspiracy, and the defense is not
challenging the subject matter jurisdiction of the crime of Conspiracy in this motion, this
motion is simply an attempt to litigate the proper elements of an offense and the propriety
of certain language contained within a specification. Such a motion is not considered to
be a motion to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction, therefore the burden of persuasion resides
with the Defense as the moving party. See MCM 905(c)2(B).

I See MCM Rule 307(c)(~):



5. Discussion:

The "enterprise of persons" is a valid theory of liability under the Military Commissions
Act and conspiracy Jaw

a. A criminal organization is analogous to a criminal conspiracy in that the essence 0/
both is co-operation/or criminal purpo:,'es. There must be a group' bound together and
organized for a common purpose."

-The International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg.
Judgment, pg 499 (30 Sept 1946).

b, The defense moves this Military Commission to strike the following language from
Charge III: "and willfully join an enterprise of persons. to wit: al Qaeda, founded by
Usama bin Laden, in or about 1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United
States, including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, the
attack against the USS Cole in October 2000, the attacks on the United States;" and "an
enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the accused." The defense
motion should be denied.

c. The Military Commissions Act of 2006 ("MCA") states that a person subject to trial
by military commission may be charged with Conspiracy if he "conspires to commit one
or more substantive offenses triable by military commission, and if he knowingly does
any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy." See 10 U.S.c. §95Ov(b)(28). The
Military Commissions Act does not define the elements of Conspiracy, leaving that task
instead to the Secretary of Defense (The "pretrial, trial, and post-trial procedures,
including elements and modes of proof, for cases triable by military commissions may be
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Attorney General), See
id. §949a(a) (Emphasis addeG).

d, The Military Commissions Act further states that such procedures shall, so far as
practicable or consistent with military or intelligence activities, apply the principles of
law and the rules of evidence in trial at general courts-martial. Such procedures and rules
of evidence may not be contrary to or inconsistent with the Military Commissions Act.
Yd. Despite the assertions of the Defense, the elements of Conspiracy, specifically in
regard to the elements "or otherwise joined an enterprise of persons who shared a
common criminal purpose and that the accused knew the common criminal purpose of
the enterprise, and joined willfUlly, that is, with the intent to further the unlawful
purpose," as listed by the Manual for Military Commissions, are neither contrary to, nor
inconsistent with, the Military Commissions Act. The above-described conduct fits well
within eSlablished principles of conspiracy law, and, furthermore, is a well-recognized
theory of liability under international law for crimes committed during wartime.
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e. The Manual for Military Commissions lists the following elements for the Offense of
Conspi racy:

I. The accused entered into an agreemcm with one or more
persons to commit one or more substantive offense triable by
military commission or otherwise joined an enterprise of
persons who shared a common criminal purpose that involved,
at least in part. the commission or intended commission of
one or more substantive offenses triable by military
commission;

ii. The accused knew the unlawful purpose of the agrc:emem or
the common criminal purpose of the enterprise and joined
willfully. thar is, with the intem to further the unlawful
purpose; and

HI. The accused knowingly committed an overt act in order to
accomplish some objective or purpose of the agreement or
enterprise.

10 U.S.c. §950v(28).

r. If one were to join an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose
that involved the commission or intended commission of one or more substantive
offenses, knowing the common criminal purpose of the enterprise. and joined willfully
with the intent to further the unlawful purpose of the enterprise, he could be found guilty
of conspiracy under the standard definition renected in Manual for Court Manial and 18
U.S.c. 371. both of which were cited by the defense as properly defining Conspiracy.
This would be the case even if the accused committed no overt acts in furtherance of the
Objective of the emerprise.2 A simple comparison of the relevant principles contained in
the explanation section in Article 8\ Conspiracy charge of the UCMJ, when juxtaposed
with how the "enterprise of persons" language comports with the explanation section of
Conspiracy under Article 81 of the UCMJ, requires this conclusion:

i. E;ltplanation for Conspiracy in UCMJ for Article 81: Two or more
persons are required to have a conspiracy.

The MeA requires the accused join an enterprise of
persons.] (plural).

2This presumes that one of the mher co-conspirntors did ntlcast one oven act in funherunce of the
Conspiracy.
3 Of impon. the government is not alleging that he joined a legal entity, such as a corporation or a
government. but rather an enterprise ofPU!oru:.
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ii. Explanation in Conspiracy in UCMJ for Article 81: Knowledge of the
identity of co-coMpirators and their particular connection with the
criminal purpose need not be established.

Members of an enterprise of persons, such as al Qaeda in
the instant case, often do not know every other member of
the enterprise, or their particular connection to the group,
but this is clearly not required under conspiracy law.

Ill. Explanation in UCMJ: The agreement in a conspiracy need not be in
any particular form or manifested in any fonnal words. It is sufficient if
the minds of the parties arrive at a common understanding to accomplish
the object of the conspiracy, and this may be shown by the conduct of the
partjes. The agreement need not state the means by which the conspiracy
is to be accomplished or what part each conspirator is to play.

The MeA requires the enterprise of persons to share a
common criminal purpose, and also requires that the
accused know the purpose of the enterprise and join
willfully, with the intent to further the unlawful purpose.
To the extent the enterprise of persons shares a
common criminal purpose, and the accused knows the
purpose and joins with the intent to further the
unlawful purpose, this constitutes evidence of an
"agreement."

g. Of course, as with any conspiracy, the accused's conduct, as manifested in his overt
act(s), can serve as proof of his knowledge of the common criminal purpose of the
enterprise, the accused's agreement with the purpose of the enterprise, and the fact that
the accused willfully joined the enterprise (i.e., the conspiracy). Conspiracy law does
not require that the accused walk up to Usama bin Laden and the other named co
conspirators, shake theirs hands, and tell him Ihat he is in agreement with his desire to
attack Americans to constitute the "agreement."

h. The Defense concedes in its filing that Congress, in the Military Commissions Act,
altered the traditional notion of Conspiracy, at least insomuch as it is defined under
Article 81 of the Manual for Courts-Martial, when it required the accused himself, and
not just any of his co·conspirators. to commit an overt ac1. 4 While the defense contends
that, in doing so, Congress simply intended to "narrow the definition" of Conspiracy, the
defense ignores any notion that this additional requirement of an overt act done by the
accused was done 10 reflect intemationallaw principles in regard to criminal enterprise
liability.

i. While it is true, as the defense contends, that Congress set out to create a system
"based upon" court-martial practice, the defense assertion thaI this intention leads, ipso

~ Sec Def. Motion at J.
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facto, 10 the conclusion that Conspiracy under the Manual for Military Commissions
must have the exact same elements as Conspiracy in the Manual for Courts-Martial
ignores the fact that many of the offenses triable by military commissions have unique
international law aspects not contemplated by offenses listed in the Manual for Courts
Martial. The Manual for Courts-Martial does not purport [Q list or codify all of the
offenses traditionally triable by military commission or the law of war.

j. One example of how the MCA differs from principles of law in trial by general court
martial, despite being "based upon" court-martial practice. is 10 U.S.c. §95Oq. Section
95Oq, like the MCM, states that any person is punishable as a principal if he commits the
offense. or by aiding, abetting, counseling, commanding or procuring its commission. or
by causing an act to be done which if directly performed by him would be punishable
under this chapter. See 10 V.S.c. §§95Oq(I) & 95Oq(2)). However. the MeA also adds
the principle of liability for a superior commander who. with regard to acts punishable
under the MCA, "knew. had reason to know, or should have known, that a subordinate
was about to commit such acts or had done so and who failed to take the necessary and
reasonable measures to prevent such acts or the punish the perpetrators thereof." No such
theory of liability exists under the Manual for Courts-Manial, despite the fact that
Congress "intended" for the MCA to be "based upon" Court MartiaJ practice. Instead,
there exists a clear recognition in both the MCA and the MCM of principles of law
recognized specifically within a law of war context, based on both contemporary
international law in recent international criminal tribunals, as well as common law of war
decisions after World War Il (to be discussed below). 1be same may be said for
Conspiracy as a violation of the law of war and the "enterprise of persons" liability under
the MCM, even if not explicitly spelled out by Congress in the MCA.

k. The defense's claim that the Secretary of Defense inaccurately stated the elements of
Conspiracy, and that Congress could have only meant what it meant in using the same
term in the UCMJ and the Federal Criminal Code, misapprehends both international law
and the Federal Code. While the defense cites to 18 U.S.c. §371 as an example of a
Conspiracycharge under Federal Law with the same elements a<; Conspiracy under the
UCMJ, it fails to mcntion that there arc at Icast fou~ other Conspiracy charges under the
Federal Code that have different elements based on the fact that they have no overt act
requirement al all. for any of the co-conspiralors.6 For the defense to suggest that
Conspiracy has only one definition that has been "accurately" described "for years" in the
MCM is just flat wrong. Such a statement fails to recognize that conspiracy charges are,
at times, specifically tailored to combat the specific ill it is intended to address (i.e. by
removing an element such as the overt act when the meeting of the minds should be
punished regardless of whether any overt act in furtherance of the agreement takes place).
The same can be said for combating conspiracies in a war-time setting.

5 See IR U,S.C §372Conspiraey to impede or injure any Federal officer in the discharge of his duties; 18
U.S.c. §241 Conspiracy against Civil Rights 1956(h); and drug conspiracies under 21 U.S.C. §R46 and 21
U.S.C. §963 for examples of conspiracies with no overt ael requirement. See also UCMJ Article 81e (9)
mandating that lhese crimes require charging under Ankle 134 (The Federal Assimilative Crimes Act) as
they differ in the elements in comparison 10 ueMJ Article 81 Conspiracy.
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I. In a wartime context, when a nation is engaged in armed conflict with an unlawful
international terrorist organization that functions more like an army than a smaJl, readily
ascertainable group of individuals, the Secretary of Defense should be given great
deference in his choice of elements, providing those elements fit squarely within the
principles of Conspiracy law, which they do. The elements the Secretary of Defense set
forth in the Manual for Mjlitary Commissions are consistent with the Military
Commissions Act, consistent with military activities the Secretary is charged with
overseeing1 (which includes prosecuting a war against an international terrorist
organization), and consistent with theories of liability under international law.

m. Examining the applicable principles of law and the inherent characteristics of many
crimes perpetrated during wartime led the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia (IcrY) to take the exact approach the Secretary of Defense did in finding
that common criminal enterprise liability was impLicit, even if not explicit, in its charter
statute:

i.... (t]he Statute and the inherent characteristics of many crimes perpeuated
in wartime, warrants the conclusion that international criminaJ
responsibility embraces actions perpetrated by a collectivity of persons in
furtherance of a common criminal design."

See The Prosecutor v. Dusko Tadic, Opinion and Judgment, Case No.: IT·94·j·T,
Appeals Chamber, 15 July 1999, If 189 International Criminal Tribunal for the Fonner
Yugoslavia.

n. In determining that the charter statute for the rcry contained implicit theories of
liability, the Tadic COllrt, much like the Secretary of Defense did in the MCM,
considered the very nature of international crimes committed during wartime:

i.. ,.it is fair to conclude that the Statute does not confine itself to
providing for jurisdiction over those persons who plan, instigate, order,
physically perpetrate a crime or otherwise aid and abet8 in its planning,
preparation or execution. The Statute does not stop there. It does not
exclude those modes of participating in the commission of crimes which
occur where seyerol per!)om; haYing a common purpO!.e embark on
criminal actiyity that is then carried oUf eitherjointly or by some
members o/this plurality o/persons.

ii.1be above interpretation is not only dictated by the object and purpose
of the Statute but is also warranted by the yery nature ofmany

, 1llc Secretary of Defense has discretion to establish procedures are consistent with milimry activities.
~ 10 U.S.C. §949a(a).
• Although the two theories are similar, acting in pursuance 10 a common plan or design liability is not
tantamount to aiding and abening liability. For a full discussion on the difference: betwc:c:n the two theories
of liability, plCl1SC see Tadic Ilt 1229.
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international crimes which are committed most commonly in wartime
situation.<;. Most of the time these crimes do not result from the criminal
propensity of single individuals but constitute manifestations of collective
criminality: the crimes are often carried out by groups ofindividuals
acting in pursuance ofa common criminal design. Although only some
members of the group may physically perpetrale the criminal act (murder,
extermination, wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages, etc.), the
participation and contribution of the other members of the group is often
vital in facilitating the commission of the offence in question. It follows
that the moral gravity of such participation is often no less· or indeed no
different - from that of those aClually carrying out the acts in question.

iii ... However, the Tribunal's Statute does not specify (either
expressly or by implication) the objective and subjective elements
(actus reus and mens rea) of this category of collective criminality.
To identify these elements one must turn to customary
international law. Customary rules on this matter are discernible
on the basis of various elements: chiefly case law and a few
instances of internationallegislation9

•

Id. at 1 193·194 (emphasis added).

o. There is admittedly a distinction between the Tadic decision and Conspiracy section in
the Military Commissions Act. The Tadic court found liability for the ultimate
substantive offenses because of sharing a common criminal purpose with others in the
enterprise, whereas in the Military Commissions Act, the Conspiracy is the ultimate
substantive act. ld. However, based on the arguments presented above, it is clear that the
theory of prosecution is directly akin to conspiracy and joint enterprise liability as
defined under the MCA and the MCM. Tadic al 1206-213 citing The Essen Lynching
Case The Trial ofErich Heyer and Six Others, British Military Court for the Trial of War
Criminals Volume T, 88 (United Nations War Crimes Commission, 1947).

p. From a practical perspective this is a matter of little imporl. It appears that
Conspiracy, as listed in the MCM merely reflects the more traditional approach which
practitioners before Military Commissions are accustomed to (as well as others in
common law jurisdictions). While there may be some differences, the underlying goal
that is common to these offenses is the punishment of conspiring with olhers to effect a
criminal objective when coupled with some action by the accused that advances that
objective. ICTY's required proof of a "common plan" for criminal enterprise convictions
is strikingly similar to the proof required for the "agreement" element in establishing a
conspiracy. See Richard P. Barrell and Laura E. Little, Lessons of Yugoslav Rape Trials:
A Role for Conspiracy Law in International Tribunals, 88 Minn. L. Rev. at 42.

') For a full examination of the eases and international legislation considered by the Tadic Courr in
determining that criminal liability for joining an enterprise of persons was implicit in its charIer statute,
despite not being explicit in its terms, sec Tadic, Opinion and Judgment, 1189-228.
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q. Because of the realities of waging war against these common criminal enterprises,
their leaders may be killed, detained, go into hiding or blend back into the civilian
population. As time goes on, people may start to fight only for the group itself, with little
or no knowledge of the individuals who originally set in motion the common criminal
purpose of the enterprise, or even the individuals who are now in command of the
enterprise. There may be scenarios where an individual never even personally meets
other members of the group, yet still joins the enterprise and furthers its purpose. To
prove what specific people an accused "agreed" with may be difficult despite
overwhelming proof of the accused's involvement in the common criminal enterprise.

r. Here, the accused is charged with conspiring with Usama bin Laden, Ayman al
zawahiri, and various other members and associates of the al Qaeda organization, known
and unknown. The evidence at trial will show that these are two of the individuals who
are the leaders and policymakers for the international terrorist enterprise known as a1
Qaeda, and who set forth a1 Qaeda's purpose to attack American civilians and service
members worldwide in violation of several of the offenses authorized for trial by military
commissions. The facts in the instant case will support, equally, that the accused
conspired with the named co·conspirators as well as joined an enterprise of persons with
a common criminal purpose due to his familiarity with the started intentions of Usama
bin Laden and other al Qaeda leaders, as well as al Qaeda's criminal purposes as an
enterprise. However, the issue of whether the enterprise theory of liability is a valid
theory under conspiracy law, in a law of war context, must also consider the future
scenarios where establishing proof of an agreement between a relatively small group of
readily identifiable individuals may be difficult, despite strong proof that an individual
joined an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose.

s. [n a wartime setting, whether it is the threat the United States faces from al Qaeda
now, or other criminal enterprises in the future, it is groups of individuals acting together
and sharing a common criminal purpose to commit acts in violation of the laws of war
that can exact the most damage, and who most threaten the underlying principles of the
laws of war. These groups as a whole are more dangerous than the sum of their
individual participants, and to believe that knowing and willful participation in such a
group falls outside of the realm of what any conspiracy law seeks to punish is to
misunderstand conspiracy law in its entirety.

t. The defense's claim that the accused could be convicted of conspiracy based
exclusively on the past conduct of others, without the government demonstrating that the
accused participated in any agreement whal'ioever to commit any actual offense after
June/July 2002 is simply a misstatement of the law. While the fact that an enterprise had
committed certain offenses in the past may help establish the common criminal purpose
of the enterprise, and may also help establish the accused's knowiedge 10 of the common
criminal purpose of the enterprise, the government must still further prove, beyond a
reasonable doubt, that the accused knew of the common criminal purpose of the
enterprise, and that he joined the enterprise willfully, with the intention to further the
goals of the common criminal enterprise, and that he also committed an overt act in order

10 To the extent the accused as aware that this emerprise of persons had commiued the altacks.
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to accomplish some objective or purpose of the enterprise. While such proof logically
leads to the legal and factual conclusion that he "agreed' with the enterprise of persons
under either theory of liability, the burden the Prosecution has in the Conspiracy charge
under the enterprise theory of liability is a far cry from "convicting the accused based
exclusively on the past conduct of others, without the government demonstrating that the
accused participated in any agreement whatsoever to commit any actual offense."

t. It is important to note that the prosecution is not alleging that the MCA authorizes trial
for a separate offense of joining a common criminal enterprise, but rather asserts only
that knowingly and willfully joining a common criminal enterprise is a valid theory of
liability which one could be found under the express tenns of the MCA, as well as under
the traditional offense of Conspiracy. Membership in such a group is not sufficient, on
its own, to establish guilt under the Conspiracy charge. The common criminal enterprise
is, of course, not a status crime. The common criminal enterprise elements of the
Conspiracy charge clearly require that the accused know of the common criminal purpose
of the enterprise of persons, that he join it with the intent to further the unlawful purpose
of the enterprise, and that he knowingly commit an oven act in order to accomplish some
objective or purpose of the enterprise. All of these requirements square with traditional
conspiracy doctrine, as well as the pervading desire of international law to assign
individual responsibility for crimes committed of the most serious magnitude,

The Language cited by the Defense in Charge III is not Surplusage

u. The defense asks that allegedly surplus language relating to an "enterprise" be stricken
because it creates a risk that Mr. Khadr will be convicted of conspiracy without the
government having actually proven the offense. While the Prosecution has shown these
concerns to be unfounded, the challenged language in the charge sheet is simply not
surplusage, Surplusage is defined, at least in part, by the discussion under R.M.C.
906(b)(3), in that it includes irrelevant or redundant details or aggravating circumstances
which are not necessary to enhance the maximum authorized punishment or to explain
the essential facts of the case.

v. The Defense has moved this Military Commission to strike the following allegedly
surplus language from Charge Ill: "and willfully join an enterprise of persons, to wit: al
Qaeda, founded by Usama bin Laden, in or about 1989, that has engaged in hostilities
against the United States, including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania, the attack against the USS Cole in October 2()()), the attacks on the Unites
States"; and "enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the accused."

w. All of the details cited in the Prosecution's charge are relevant, in that they either
describe valid elements of Conspiracy as set forth by the Secretary of Defense, or explain
the essential facts of the case. The language in the Prosecution's charges in the instant
case, specifically in regard to the enterprise language, is per se relevant as the language
represents valid elements of the Conspiracy charge. The language "AI Qaeda, founded
by Usama bin Laden in or about 1989" serves to allege the enterprise of persons the
government is alleging the accused joined, which also happens to have been founded by
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the Usama bin Laden who is also the first named co-conspirator. The three attacks cited
by the Prosecution within the Conspiracy charge serve to show the existence of a
Conspiracyll to Attack Civilians and Civilian Objects (for the aHacks on the embassies
and the attacks on the World Trade Center); Conspiracy to Commit Murder in Violation
of the Law of War and Conspiracy to Destroy Property in Violation of the Law of War
(all three attacks listed) and Conspiracy to Commit Terrorism (all three attacks listed).
The three attacks cited in the charge also help explain the essential facts of the case in
that the facts also establish the existence of an anned conflict between the United States
and the international terrorist organization al Qaeda; a conflict which the laws of anned
conflict govern. All of the aforementioned reasons are directly relevant to the underlying
offenses and are all facts pertinent 10 the criminal conduct alleged in the charges.
Therefore, the language does not constilute surplusage. Accordingly, the Defense motion
should be denied..

6. Oral Argument: In view of the authorities cited above, which directly. and
conclusively, address the issues presented. the Prosecution believes that Ihe motion to
dismiss should be readily denied. Should the Military Judge orders the parties to present
oral argument, Ihe Government is prepared to do so.

7. Witnesses and Evidence: None.

8. Certificate of Conference: 1be Defense conferred wilh Ihe Prosecution
regarding Ihe requested relief and the Prosecution Objected.

9. Additional Information: one.

10. Submitted by:

alL...... P. l1 1. .'_.
Jlir)c~ 0-.'6rohar~~
Major. U.S. Marine Corps
Prosecutor

Keith A. Petty
Captain. U.S. Anny
Assistant Prosecutor

Clayton Trivett, Jr.
Assislant Prosecutor
Department of Defense

John F. Murphy
Assistant Prosecutor
Assistant U.S. Attorney

II The exislence of a Conspiracy under bolh lheories ofliabilily "an agreement belween one or more
persons ...and an enterprise of persons who shared a common criminal purpose."
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

OMAR AHMED KHADR

Defense Motion

to Strike Surplus Language
from Charge III

11 January 2008

1. Timeliness: This motion is filed within the timeframe established by Rule for Military
Commission (R.M.C.) 905 and the military judge's 28 November 2007 scheduling order.

2. Relief Requested: The Defense respectfully requests that this Military Commission strike
the following surplus language from Charge rII, alleging conspiracy in violation of Section
950v(b)(28) of the Military Commissions Act of2006 ("MeA"):

and willfully join an enterprise of persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama
bin Laden, in or about 1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United
States, including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania
in August 1998, the attack against the USS COLE in October 2000, the attacks on
the United States;

and

and enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known to the accused

3. Overview:

a. The MCA proscribes the offense of "conspiracy." MCA § 950v(b)(28). The term
conspiracy has a well-established meaning and the terms of the offense are clearly set forth in the
statute. In short, under the MCA, "conspiracy" consists of an agreement to commit an offense or
offenses and an overt act done by the accused in furtherance thereof. See id. Nonetheless, in the
Manual for Military Commissions (MMC), the Secretary of Defense has purported to define
"conspiracy" to include "joining an enterprise of persons sharing a common criminal purpose."
Whatever else it is, this is not conspiracy.

b. Based on this expanded and erroneous definition of the term conspiracy, the
government has alleged, in support of Charge III, not only that Mr. Khadr "did conspire and
agree" with various persons to commit a number of offenses triable by military commission, but
that he "joined an enterprise of persons ... sharing a common criminal purpose" as well.
Though lacking in the requisite degree of particularly regarding the object offenses, language
concerning an "agreement" appears to state an offense. 1 The additional language (relating to an

I This matter is the subject of a separate motion for a bill of particulars relating to Ihe object offenses,
filed concurrently herewith.
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"enterprise of persons" and the "common criminal purpose" thereof) is based on the Secretary's
ultra vires attempt to expand the definition of the tenn "conspiracy" to include conductnot
punishable as such. Accordingly, this language should be stricken under RMC 906(b)(3).

4. Burdcns of Proof and Pcrsuasion: This motion presents a question of law. As it pertains to
the Military Commission's subject matter jurisdiction over the conduct alleged in Charge III, the
burden of persuasion is on the government.

5. Facts: The following facts relating to the procedural history of the case are gennane:

a.
Stat. 2600.

b.

The President signed the MCA into law on October 17,2006. P.L. 109-366, 120

The Secretary of Defense issued the MMC on or about 18 January 2007.

c. Charges were initially sworn against Mr. Khadr on 2 February 2007 and referred
for trial by this Military Commission on 24 April 2007. (See AE 001.)

6. Argumcnt: The Military Commission should strike language from Charge III alleging
that Mr. Khadr joined an "enterprise of persons sharing a common criminal
purposc" as surplusagc

a. Conspiracy does not mean an "enterprise of persons sharing a common
criminal purpose" and the Secretary's Slalcmcnllo Ihe contrary is of no effeci

(I) The MCA proscribes the offense of "'conspiracy." MCA § 950v(b)(28)
provides:

Any person subject to this chapter who conspires to commit one or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission under this chapter, and who
knowingly does any overt act to effect the object of the conspiracy, shall be
punished ... as a military commission under this chapter may direct.

(2) Aside from narrowing the scope of the offense (as discussed below), the
MeA definition of conspiracy uacks the analogous provision of the Unifonn Code of Military
Justice (UCMJ). Article 81 thereof provides:

Any person subject to this chapter who conspires with any other person to
commit an offense under this chapter shall, if one or more of the conspirators
does an act to effect the object of the conspiracy, be punished as a court
martial may direct.

10 U.S.C.S. § 88 I(a) (2007).

(3) The tenn "conspiracy" is not new, either to military law or the criminal
law generally. It is well understood as "agreement to violate the law." Unite,1 States v.
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Blankenship, 970 F.2d 283, 285 (7lh Cir. 1992). As stated by the Supreme Court, "[t]he gist of
the offense of conspiracy ... is agreement among the conspirators to commit an offense attended
by an act of one or more ofthe conspirators to effect the object of the conspiracy. United States
v. Falcone, 311 U.S. 205, 207 (1940). "The essential element of the offense of conspiracy is that
there is an agreement with one or more persons to commit a criminal act." United States v.
Jones, 36 MJ. 778, 779 (A.C.M.R. 1993); see also United States v. Pretlow, 13 MJ. 85, 88
(C.M.A. 1982) ("Conspiracy is an offense requiring an agreement between two or more persons
to commit another offense recognized by the Unifonn Code of Military Justice and the doing of
an act to effect the agreement.").

(4) There is no reason to believe that in using the tenn "conspiracy" in MCA
§ 950v(b)(28), Congress meant something other than what it meant in using the same tenn in the
UCMJ (or the federal criminal code). Cf 18 U.S.C.S § 371 (2007). That conclusion is
reinforced here by three specific considerations: First, aside from mandating that the overt act be
perfonned by the accused, Congress defined the offense the same way it defined it in the UCMJ:
an "agreement" and an over act done in furtherance of the agreement. Second, Congress set out
to create a system "based upon" court-martial practice. See MCA § 948b(c). Third, in enacting
the MCA, Congress amended the provision of the UCMJ punishing conspiracy to make it an
offense for any person subject to the code to conspire with any other person (presumably, given
the context of the amendment, an unlawful enemy combatant) to commit an offense under the
law of war. See MCA § 4 (amending 10 U.S.C. § 881 to include new subsection (b)). There is
no reason to think that Congress would have intended the anomalous result of a situation in
which two individuals could be found guilty of different substantive conduct as part of the same
conspiracy.

(5) The elements of the offense of conspiracy are (and have been for years)
accurately described in the Manual for Courts-Martial (MCM):

(1) That the accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to
commit an offense under the code; and

(2) That, while the agreement continued to exist, and while the accused remained
a party to the agreement, the accused or at least one of the co~conspirators

perfonned an overt act for the purpose of bringing about the object of the
conspiracy.

See 115b, Part IV, MCM (2005).

(6) Notwithstanding the plain and unambiguous meaning of the word
"conspiracy," and the language of the statute, in setting forth the elements of the offense in the
MMC, the Secretary of Defense describes conspiracy as follows:

(1) The accused entered into an agreement with one or more persons to commit
one or more substantive offenses triable by military commission or othenvise
joined all enterprise ofpersons who shared a common criminal purpose that
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involved, at least in part, the commission or imended commission ofone or more
substantive offenses triable by military commission;

(2) The accused knew the unlawful purpose of the agreement or the common
criminal purpose ofthe emerprise and joined willfully, that is, with the intent to
further the unlawful purpose; and

(3) The accused knowingly committed an overt act in order to accomplish some
objective or purpose of the agreement or enterprise.

See '15(28), Part IV, MMC (2007) (emphasis added).

(7) The highlighted language is not an accurate statement of the elements of
the offense of conspiracy. Whatever else joining an "enterprise of persons who shared a
common criminal purpose" may be, it is not the offense ofconspiracy.2

(8) The Secretary may not make it so by fiat. In issuing the MMC. the
Secretary cannot contradict the MCA anymore than the President can contradict the UCM) in
issuing the MCM. Compare MCA § 949a(a) with 10 U.S.C § 836(a). Military courts have long
held that the President cannot, through regulation, trump the provisions of the UCMJ. See
generally Unite(1 States v. Gonzalez, 42 MJ. 469, 474 (1995); United States v. Malice, 26 MJ.
244,252 (1988); United States v. Pritt, 54 MJ. 47, 50 (C.A.A.F. 2000); United States v.
McFadden, 19 U.S.C.M.A. 412, 42 CM.R. 14 (1970); United States v. JoJlIIpier. 12 U.S.CM.A.
90,30 C.M.R. 90 (1961); U"ited States v. Ware, I M.J. 282, 285 n.1 I (C.M.A. 1976).

(9) As with the MCM in the court·martia1 setting, the MMC cannot be
"contrary to or inconsistent with" the MCA. See MCA § 949a(a). To the extent the MMC
articulates a definition of "conspiracy" inconsistent with the plain and unambiguous meaning of
the language of the statute, the statute must prevail. The "elements" ofconspiracy are what they
are as stated by Congress in MCA § 950v(b)(28): "agreement" to commit an offense or offenses
and an "overt act" in furtherance thereof. The Secretary's attempt to enlarge the plain meaning
of the word "conspiracy" by regulation must therefore fail.

(10) The government can be expected to defend the MMC provision based on
MCA § 949a(a)'s general delegation of rule-making authority because Congress included the
term "elements" in that section. Such reliance would be misplaced. It goes without saying that
the Constitution vests "all legislative Powers" in Congress. See U.S. Const. all. I, § I. This is a
power Congress may not delegate. See Loving v. United States, 517 U.S. 748, 772 (1996)
("Congress may not delegate the power to make laws and so may delegate no more than the
authority to make policies and rules that implement its statutes."). And Congress could not,
consistent with the Constitution, provide the Secretary with power to criminalize conduct as
"conspiracy" that is simply not embraced by that term.

2 See Agency Holding \'. Malley-Duff, 483 U.S. 143 (1987) (stating thai the legislative hislory reveals that
RICO imported concepts of liability into Ihe criminal law from anti-trust law). ftRICO is designed to
remedy injury caused by a pallem of racketeering, and '[c]oncepts such as RICO "enterpriseR and Rpallem
of racketeering activity" were simply unknown to common law.'" /d. AI 150.

Page 4 of7



(11) This, however, is a Constitutional issue that is easily avoided and should
be avoided by this Commission. See Rust v. Sullivan, 500 U.S. 173, 190 (1991) ("an Act of
Congress ought not be construed to violate the Constitution if any other possible construction
remains available."). In view of the accepted practice whereby the President issues a manual
describing the elements of offenses under the UCMJ (subject to the ultimate authority of the
code), there is no reason to presume that Congress intended anything other than to allow for a
similar practice in military commissions, i.e., Congress anticipated that the Secretary would issue
a manual that accurately stated the elements of the offenses prescribed by Congress. That the
Secretary inaccurately described those elements does not mean that his error becomes law.

(12) There is no reason to believe that Congress intended to widen the scope of
conspiracy to include "enterprise" crimes. Indeed, the evidence is to quite the contrary. In
proscribing conspiracy under the MCA, Congress actually narrowed the scope of liability under
the statute. MCA § 950v(b)(28) mandates that in order to be guilty of conspiracy, the accused
must commit an overt act in furtherance of the agreement. In contrast, Article 81 of the UCM}
allows an accused to be convicted based on the overt act ofa co-conspirator. See 10 U.S.C.S §
881 (a). Congress' narrowing of the definition ofconspiracy to focus on the conduct of the
accused significantly undernlines any suggestion that Congress intended to widen the scope of
liability under the statute based on the acts of others.

b. Surplus language relating to an "enterprise" should be stricken because it
creates a risk that Mr. Khadr will be convicted of conspiracy without the government
having actually proven the offense

(1) Based on the Secretary's ultra vires definition of "conspiracy," in the sole
specification of Charge III, the government has alleged that in addition to conspiring with named
individuals to commit a number of object offenses, Mr. Khadr did the following:

willfully join an enterprise of persons, to wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama bin
Laden, in or about 1989, that has engaged in hostilities against the United States,
including attacks against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in
August 1998, the attack against the USS COLE in October 2000, the attacks on
the United States; said ... enterprise sharing a common criminal purpose known
to the accused[.]

(2) This language is surplusage and should be stricken under R.M.C.
906(b)(3). The Discussion accompanying that provision states that "[s]urplusage may include
irrelevant or redundant details or aggravating circumstances which are not necessary to enhance
the maximum authorized punishment or to explain the essential facts of the offense." This
accurately describes the "enterprise" language in Charge III. But it is not merely irrelevant. Its
presence increases the likelihood that Mr. Khadr will be erroneously convicted of "conspiracy"
without the government having actually established the elements of the offense.

(3) While Mr. Khadr's joining of an "enterprise" with a "common criminal
purpose" may in some way describe the government's evidence in support of the specification of
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Charge III, it does not mean that these are the "elements" of the offense of conspiracy. And
proof thereof cannot relieve the government of its burden to prove that the accused entered into
an agreement to commit some particular offense or offenses. Yet this is the likely effect of this
language.

(4) It is not difficult to see how this might happen. Mr. Khadr is alleged to
have conspired with certain named individuals and joined the "enterprise" in June and July of
2002. It is alleged that the "enterprise" engaged in certain conduct before Mr. Khadr joined. As
an initial matter, Mr. Khadr obviously could not have conspired with the named individuals in
2002 to commit offenses in 1998, 2000, and 200 I (i.e., in the past). However, based on nothing
more than evidence that the "enterprise" was responsible for those offenses (which generally
constitute, according to the MCA, the object offenses of "attacking civilians; attacking civilian
objects; murder in violation of the law of war; destruction of property in violation of the law of
war; and terrorism"), the members could infer that the "enterprise" had a "criminal purpose" to
do similar things in the future. In the view of the MMC, this would be sufficient, even if the
government failed to offer a shred of evidence to show that Mr. Khadr conspired to commit any
particular offense or offenses following his "joining" of the "enterprise." Thus, Mr. Khadr could
be convicted of "conspiracy" based exclusively on the past conduct of others, without the
government demonstrating that Mr. Khadr participated in any agreement whatsoever to commit
any actual offense after June/July of 2002. In such circumstances, he would not be guilty of
conspiracy, only associating with an "enterprise" that had committed certain offenses in the past.
Whatever this conduct may be described as, it is most certainly not the offense of "conspiracy"
to commit a particular offense or offenses under the MCA, and there is no reason to believe that
Congress intended to proscribe such conduct in MCA § 950v(b)(28).

c. Conclusion

(I) In the sole specification of Charge III, the government alleges that Mr.
Khadr conspired with certain named individuals to commit various object offenses. Either the
government's evidence will support the charge or it will not. The government cannot relieve
itself of the obligation to establish the elements of the offense of "conspiracy" by redefining the
tenn to embrace a distinct offense of "joining a criminal enterprise" and proving that offense
instead. The surplus language identified herein should therefore be stricken from Charge Ill's
specification.

7. Oral Argument: The Defense requests oral argument as it is entitled to pursuant to R.M.C.
905(h). Oral argument will assist the Court in understanding and resolving the complex legal
issues presented by this motion.

8. Witnesses and Evidence:

A. Charge Sheet.

9. Certificate of Conference: The Defense has conferred with the Prosecution regarding the
requested relief. The Prosecution objects to the requested relief.
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10. Additional Information: In making this motion, or any other motion, Mr. Khadr does not
waive any ofhis objections to the jurisdiction, legitimacy, and/or authority of this Military
Commission to charge him, try him, and/or adjudicate any aspect of his conduct or detention.
Nor does he waive his rights to pursue any and all of his rights and remedies in and all
appropriate forms.

11. Attachment: None.

BY~
William Kuebler
LCDR. JAGC. USN
Detailed Defense Counsel

Rebecca S. Snyder
Assistant Detailed Defense COWlSel
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

OMAR AHMED KHADR
a/kIa "Akhhar Farhad"
a1kJa "Akhbar Farnad"

alk/a '"Ahmed Muhammed Khali"

GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE

To the Defense's Motion to
Dismiss Charge III

(Conspiracy)

14 December 2007

1. Timeliness: This motion is filed within the timelines established by the Military
Commissions Trial Judiciary Rule of Court 3(6)(b) and the Military Judge's scheduling
order of28 ovember 2007.

2. Relief Requested: The Government respectfully submits that the Defense's
motion to dismiss charge III, conspiracy in violation of 10 U.S.C. § 950v(b)(28) ("Mot.
to Dismiss Ill"). should be denied.

3. Overview:

3. In Hamdan v. Rums/eld, J26 S. Ct. 2749 (2006), the Supreme Court divided over
whether the President could, by executive order, establish a military commission to try
the offense of conspiracy. Four justices would have held that conspiracy was not so
triable. See id. at 2780-81 (plurality op.). Three justices would have said it was. See id.
at 2834 (1bomas, J., dissenting,joined by Scalia and Alito, J1.). Even Justice Stevens's
plurality opinion, however, emphasized that it was for Congress to define such offenses.
See id. at 2779 (plurality op.) (emphasizing that "there is no suggestion that Congress, in
exercise of its constitutional authority to 'define and punish ... Offences against the Law
of Nations,' U.S. Consl., Art. I, § 8, cl. 10, positively identified 'conspiracy' as a war
crime."). Justice Kennedy, who did not join the plurality, agreed on that point as well.
See id. at 2809 (Kennedy, 1., concurring) ("Congress, not the Court, is the branch in the
better position to undertake the sensitive task" of detcnnining whether conspiracy is a
war crime) (internal quotation marks omitted).

b. In the Military Commissions Act of 2006, Pub. L. No. 109-366, 120 Stat. 2600
(2006) ("MeA"), Congress responded to Hamdan by exercising its constitutional power
to "define and punish ... Offences against the Law of Nations," U.S. Canst., art. I, § 8, cI.
10, and making conspiracy triable under the MeA. See 10 U.S.C. § 950v(b)(28). In
enacting the MCA, Congress exercised its constitutional authority to clarify that
conspiracy does violate the law of war is in fact a violation of international law. See 10
U.S.c. § 950p(a) ("The provisions of this subchapter codify offenses that have
traditionally been triable by military commissions. This chapter does not establish new
crimes that did not exist before its enactment, but rather codifies those crimes for trial by
military commission."). That detennination conclusively settles any question over the



viability of the conspiracy charge against Khadr. Neither the Supreme Court's decision
in Hamdan nor international law can alter Congress's determination that conspiracy is,
and was at the time of the incidents charged against Khadr, a violation of the law of war.

c. Neither the Constitution nor international law imposes any ex post facto bar to the
application of the MCA to offenses Khadr committed prior to its enactment. The
constitutional prohibition on ex post facto laws does not apply vis-iI-vis alien enemy
combatants detained at Duantanamo Bay, Cuba. Even ifK.hadr could claim the
protection of the Ex Post Facto Clause, U.S. Const. art. I, § 9, cL 3, the MCA merely
codifies then-existing intemationallaw that was already applicable to Khadr at the time
of his offenses. See to U.S.c. § 950p(a). Accordingly, no new criminal liability has
been retroactively imposed on the accused. In addition, because Congress has
unambiguously made clear its intent that the MeA is to have retroactive effect, any
principles of international law to the contrary arc of no force. Accordingly, neither the
Constitution nor international law imposes any ex post facto bar to the application of the
MCA to offenses Khadr committed prior to its enactment, and this court therefore has
jurisdiction to try Khadr for the offense of conspiracy in violation of 10 U.S.C.
§ 950v(b)(28). The motion to dismiss should therefore be denied.

4. Burden and Persuasion: The Prosecution bears the burden of demonstrating
the factual basis for jurisdiction by a preponderance of the evidence. See Rule for
Military Commissions ("RMC") 905(c)(2)(B).

5. Facts:

a. From as early as 1996 through 2001, the accused traveled with his family
throughout Afghanistan and Pakistan. During this period, he paid numerous visits to and
at times lived at Usama bin Laden's compound in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. While
traveling with his father, the accused saw and personally met many senior al Qaeda
leaders including, Usama bin Laden, Doctor Ayman al Zawahiri, Muhammad Atef, and
Saif al Adel. The accused also visited various al Qaeda training camps and guest houses.
See AE 17, attachment 2.

b. On 11 September 2001, members of the al Qaeda terrorist organization executed
one of the worst terrorist attacks in history against the United States. Terrorists from that
organization hijacked commercial airliners and used them as missiles to attack prominent
American targets. The attacks resulted in the loss of nearly 3,000 lives, the destruction of
hundreds of millions of dollars in property, and severe damage to the American
economy. See The 9/11 Commission Report, FINAL REpORT OF THE NATIONAL
COMMISSION ON TERRORIST ATrACKS UPON THE UNITED STATES 4-14 (2004).

c. After al Qaeda's terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001, the accused received
training from al Qaeda on the use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles, pistols, grenades,
and explosives. See AE J7, attachment 3.
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d. Following this training the accused received an additional month of training on
landmines. Soon thereafter, he joined a group of al Qaeda operatives and converted
landmines into improvised explosive devices ("lEDs") capable of remote detonation.

e. In or about June 2002, the accused conducted surveillance and reconnaissance
against the U.S. military in support of efforts to target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.

f. In or about July 2002, the accused planted improvised explosive devices in the
ground where, based on previous surveillance, U.S. troops were expected to be traveling.

g. On or about 27 July 2002, U.S. forces captured the accused after a firelight at a
compound near Khost, Afghanistan. See AE 17, attachment 4.

h. Before the fire fight had begun, U.S. forces approached the compound and asked
the accused and the other occupants to surrender. See id., attachment 5.

i. The accused and three other individuals decided not to surrender and instead
"vowed to die fighting." /d.

j. After vowing to die fighting, the accused armed himself with an AK-47 assault
rifle, put on an ammunition vest, and took a position by a window in the compound. ld.

k. Near the end of the firelight, the accused threw a grenade that killed Sergeant
First Class Christopher Speer. See id., attachment 6. American forces subsequently shot
and wounded the accused. After his capture, American medics administered life-saving
medical treatment to the accused.

l. Approximately one month later, U.S. forces discovered a videotape at the
compound where the accused was captured. The videotape shows the accused and other
al Qaeda operatives constructing and planting improvised explosive devices while
wearing civilian attire. See id., attachment 4.

m. During an interview on 5 November 2002, the accused described what he and the
other al Qaeda operatives were doing in the video. Id., attachment 1.

n. When asked on 17 September 2002 why he helped the men construct the
explosives, the accused responded "to kill U.S. forces." ld., attachment 6.

o. The accus~d related during the same interview that he had been told the U.S.
wanted to go to war against Islam. And for that reason he assisted in building and
deploying the explosives, and later he threw a grenade at an American. Id.

p. During an interrogation on 4 December 2002, the accused agreed that his use of
land mines as roadside bombs against American forces was also of a terrorist nature and
that he is a terrorist trained by al Qaeda. Id., attachment 3.
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q. The accused further related that he had been told about a 51,500 reward being
placed on the head of each American killed, and when asked how he felt about the reward
system, he replied: "I wanted to kill a lot of American[sJ to get lots of money." ld.,
attachment 8. During a 16 December 2002 interview, the accused stated that a "jihad" is
occurring in Afghanistan, and if non·believers enter a Muslim country, then every
Muslim in the world should fight the non-believers. ld., attachment 9.

r. The accused was designated as an enemy combatant as a result of a Combatant
Status Review Tribunal C'CSRT') conducted on 7 September 2004. See AE 11. The
CSRT also found that the accused was a member of, or affiliated with, al Qaeda. Id.

s. On 5 April 2007, charges of Murder in violation of the law of war, Attempted
Murder in violation ofthe law of war, Conspiracy, Providing Material Support for
Terrorism and Spying were sworn against the accused. After receiving the Legal
Adviser's fonnal "Pretrial Advice" that Khadr is an "unlawful enemy combatant'" and
thus that the military commission had jurisdiction to try the accused, those charges were
referred for trial by military commission on 24 April 2007.

6. Discussion:

a. Congress has unambiguously exercised its authority under Art. I, § 8, cl. to
of the Constitution to "define and punish" conspiracy as an "Offensell
against tbe Law of Nations."

i. In Hamdan v. Rums/eld, 126 S. Ct. 2749 (2006), the Supreme Court
divided over whether the President could, by executive order, establish a military
commission to try the offense of conspiracy. Four justices would have held that
conspiracy was not so triable. See id. at 2780·81 (plurality op.). Three justices would
have said it was. See id. at 2834 (Thomas, J., dissenting, joined by Scalia and Alita, JJ.).
Even Justice Stevens's plurality opinion, however, emphasized that it was for Congress to
define such offenses. See id. at 2779 (plurality op.) (emphasizing that "there is no
suggestion that Congress, in exercise of its constitutional authority to 'define and punish
... Offenccs against the Law of Nations,' U.S. Const., Art. I, § 8, c1. 10, positively
identified 'conspiracy' as a war crime."). Justice Kennedy, who did not join the plurality,
agreed on that point as well. See id. at 2809 (Kennedy, J., concurring) ("Congress, not
the Court, is the branch in thc better position to undertake the sensitive task" of
detcnnining whether conspiracy is a war crime) (internal quotation marks omitted).

ii. In direct response to Hamdan's holding that congressionally authorized
military commissions may be used to punish violations of the law of war, Congress
enacted the MCA. The MCA speCifically authorized military commissions to try alien
unlawful enemy combatants for violations of the law of war. See 10 U.S.C. § 948b(a)
("This chapter establishes procedures governing the use of military commissions to try
alien unlawful enemy combatants engaged in hostilities against the United States for
violations ofthe law of war and other offenses triable by military commission.').
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ILL In the MCA, Congress codified numerous violations of the law of war,
including the offense of conspiring to violate other substantive offenses codified by the
MCA. See id. § 950v(b)(28). Congress's intent to codify only those offenses already
triable by military commission was clear: ''The provisions of this subchapter codify
offenses that have traditionally been triable by military commissions. This chapter does
not establish new crimes that did not exist before its enactment, but rather codifies those
crimes for trial by military commission." Jd. § 950p(a).

iv. The Constitution expressly authorizes Congress to define and punish
violations of the law of war. See U.S. Const. art. I, § 8, cl. 10 ("The Congress shall have
Power ... [t]o define and punish ... "Offense[] against the Law of Nations ...."). This
authority was recognized by the plurality opinion in Hamdan. There, a plurality of the
justices would have held that Hamdan could not be tried for conspiracy before a military
commission created by military order because conspiracy was not a recognized violation
of the law of war. See 126 S. Ct. at 2785 (plurality op.). In so holding, the plurality
emphasized Congress's aHhaHime unexercised authority to define conspiracy as a
violation oCthe law of war: "There is no suggestion that Congress has, in exercise of its
constitutional authority to 'define and punish ... Offences against the Law ofNations,'
U.S. Const., Art. I, § 8, cl. 10, positively identified 'conspiracy' as a war crime." Jd. at
2779 (plurality op.) (alteration in original). The plurality further noted that numerous
provisions of U.s. law support the proposition that Congress is authorized by the
Constitution to define violations of the law of war, including 10 U.S.C. § 904
(authorizing the crime of "aiding the enemy" to be triable by military commission), 10
U.S.c. § 906 (same for spying) and 18 U.S.C. § 2441 (defining various war crimes and
grave breaches of Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions). See Hamdan, 126 S.
Ct. at 2779 n.33 (plurality op.); see also id. at 2780 (plurality op.) (violations of the law
of war may be defined by statute).

v. In the MCA, Congress exercised its clear constitutional authority to define
and punish violations of the law of war. Specifically, in a section of the MCA entitled
"Crimes triable by military commissions," Congress defined those offenses triable by
military commission, which, per Hamdan, are those offenses that are violations of the law
of war. See Hamdan, 126 S. Ct. at 2777. Further, Congress made clear in section
950p(a) that the MeA codified only offenses already triable by military commission
under the common law of war. Accordingly, conspiracy, which is among the offenses
codified by the MCA, is, and was at the time of Khadr's offense, a violation of the law of
war.

b. Even before enactment of the MeA, conspiracy was a violation of the law of
war.

1. The Defense relies heavily upon the plurality's analysis in Hamdan as to
whether conspiracy was a violation of the common law of war. As discussed above, the
plurality's view depended upon the premise that the Court was proceeding in the absence
of congressional action. In any event, Justice Kennedy pointedly declined to join the
plurality's reasoning, and it is not binding on this commission. See Texas v. Brown, 460
U.S. 730, 737 (1983) (stating that a plurality view that does not command a majority is
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not binding precedent). Moreover, the plurality's view should not be followed because it
is not an accurate description of the law of war. Individuals have been tried before
military commissions for conspiracy to commit war crimes throughout this Nation's
history. The Nazi saboteurs in Ex parte Quirin, 317 U.S. 1 (1942), for example, were
charged with conspiracy, see id. at 23, as was another Nazi saboteur whose convictions
were subsequently upheld, see Co/epaugh v. Looney, 235 F.2d 429 (10th Cir. 1956), cert.
denied, 352 U.S. 1014 (1957). Learned treatises on the law of war further emphasize that
conspiracy has long been established as a violation of the law of war. See generally
Winthrop, Military Law and Precedents 839 & n.5 (1895, 2d ed. 1920) (listing conspiracy
offenses prosecuted by military commissions); Charles Roscoe Howland, Digest of
Opinions of the Judge Advocates General of the Army 1071 (1912) (noting that
conspiracy ';0 violate the laws of war by destroying life or property in aid of the enemy"
was an offense against the law of war that was "punished by military commissions"
throughout the Ci\-il War).

II. The United States has long recognized that

to unite with banditti, jayhawkcrs, guerillas, or any other unauthorized
marauders is a high offence against the laws of war; the offence is
complete when the band is organized or joined. The atrocities committed
by such a band do not constitute the offence, but make the reasons, and
sufficient reasons they are, why such banditti are denounced by the laws
of war.

Military Commissions, II Op. Atty. Gen. 297, 312 (1865). That is, unlawful enemy
combatants, such as Khadr, violate the law of war merely by joining an organization,
such as al Qaeda, whose principal purpose is the "killing [and} disabling _.. of peaceable
citizens or soldiers." Winthrop, Military Law and Precedents 784; see a/so II Op. Atty.
Gen., at 314 C'A bushwhacker, a jayhawker, a bandit, a war rebel, an assassin, being
public enemies, may be tried, condemned, and executed as offenders against the laws of
war").

iii. Similarly, the Department of the Army formally recognized the offense of
conspiracy to commit war crimes in 1956. U.S. Army's Field Manual 27-10, The Law of
Land Warfare, Chapler 8, para. 500 (18 July 1956). It clearly and succinctly states that
"Conspiracy. direct incitement, and attempts to commit, as well as complicity in the
commission of, crimes against peace, crimes against humanity, and war crimes are
punishable." Id. Based on this language alone, the ex poslfacto argument alluded to at
times by the Defense is nullified.

These long-standing practices suffice to defeat the Defense's claim that conspiracy is not
triable by military commissions.
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c. After enactment of the MeA, there can be no doubt but that conspiracy is a
violation ortbe law of war.

i. Thc Hamdan plurality's dctcnnination that conspiracy is not a violation of
the law of war was expressly predicated on the absence of congressional action to the
contrary. Now that Congress has acted, see 10 U.S.C. § 950v(b)(28) (making conspiracy
a crime triable by military commission, which, per Hamdan, tries violations of the law of
war), there is no doubt that conspiracy is in fact, and was at the time of the underlying
events in this case, see id. § 950p(a) (stating that the MCA codifies only existing
offenses), a violation of the law of war.

ii. As an initial proposition, we note that Congress is not bound by
intemationallaw. See, e.g., TMR Energy LId. v. Stale Prop. Fund o/Ukraine, 411 F.3d
296, 302 (D.c. Cir. 2005) ("Never does customary international law prevail over a
contrary federal statute."); Guaylupo-Moya v. Gonzales, 423 F.3d 121, 136 (2d Cir. 2005)
("[Cllear congressional action trumps customary international law and previously enacted
treaties."); see also The Paquete Habana, 175 U.S. 677, 700 (1900) (explaining that
international law is relevant to U.S. courts "where there is no treaty and no controlling
executive or legislative act or judicial decision"). That the Supreme Court decided
Hamdan prior to Congress clarifying conspiracy's status in intemationallaw is irrelevant.
As the Supreme Court acknowledged in that case, it is for Congress to define "Offenses
against the Law of Nations." In Hamdan, the Supreme Court did not have the benefit of
express congressional legislation on the status of the offense of conspiracy as a matter of
intemationallaw and whether it in fact was an "OffenseO against the Law ofNations."
However, the Supreme Court clearly acknowledged that violations of the law of war may
be defined by statute. See Hamdan, 126 S. C1. at 2779 (plurality op.) ("There is no
suggestion that Congress has, in exercise of its constitutional authority to 'define and
punish ... Offences against the Law of Nations, , U.S. Cons1., Art. I, § 8, cl. 10,
positively identified 'conspiracy' as a war crime.") (alteration in original). Now that
Congress has codified several violations of the law of war, including conspiracy, the
Supreme Court's determination to the contrary in Hamdan is no longer authoritative.

iiI. Nor does the canon of construction articulated by Murray v. Schooner
Charming Betsy, 6 U.S. (2 Cranch) 64 (1804), stand to the contrary. There, the Supreme
Court held that an ambiguous statute should be construed, to the extent possible, not to
connict with international law. See id. at 118. As the Second Circuit recently explained.
however, "[t]his canon of statutory interpretation ... does not apply where the statute at
issue admits no relevant ambiguity." Olivo v. u.s. Dep'l 0/Justice, 433 F.3d 229, 235
(2d Cir. 2005). Accordingly, because Congress has defined conspiracy as a violation of
the law of war, its status under intemationallaw more generally is not relevant.

iv. Here, Congress enacted the MCA in direct response to the Supreme
Court's decision in Hamdan. Following the invitation of the Court in Hamdan, Congress
expressly provided under the MCA that conspiracy be triable by military commission.
Accordingly, Congress has clearly legislated on the status of conspiracy as a violation of
intemational law and, pursuant to its Article 1authority to "defme and punish ...
Offences against the Law of Nations," determined that conspiracy is a violation of the
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law of war, Hamdan notwithstanding. That determination must stand, without regard to
any analysis of customary intemationallaw. See Comm. ofus. Citizens Living in
Nicaragua v. Reagan, 859 F.2d 929, 938 (D.C. Cir. 1988) ("Statutes inconsistent with
principles of customary international law may well lead to international law violations.
But within the domestic legal realm, that inconsistent statute simply modifies or
supersedes customary international law to the extent of the inconsistency."); see also
Oliva, 433 F.3d at 233 ("[WJhile courts are 'bound by the law of nations which is a part
of the law of the land,' Congress may apply a different rule 'by passing an act for the
purpose."') (quoting The Nereide, 13 U.S. (9 Cranch) 388, 423 (I815». Accordingly,
this court has jurisdiction to try Khadr on the charge ofconspiracy, as codified by the
MeA.

d. Neither the Constitution nor international law imposes any cx post facto bar
on the application of the MCA to offcnses Khadr committed prior to its enactment.

1. Although the Constitution provides that "[nJo ... ex post facto Law shall
be passed," U.S. Const. art. (, § 9, cI. 3, it does not ensure the legal rights of alien enemy
combatants detained in foreign territory. See Johnson v. Eisenlrager, 339 U.S. 763, 783
85 (1950). Pursuant to this principle, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit has
unambiguously held that the Constitution does not apply to alien enemy combatants held
outside United States territory, including those held at Guantanamo Bay, such as Khadr.
See Boumediene v. Bush, 476 F.3d 981, 992 (D.C. Cir.), cerl. granted, 127 S. Ct. 3078
(2007); see also United Stales v. Verdugo· Urquidez, 494 U.S. 259, 269 (I 990). The D.C.
Circuit has direct review over this court, see 10 U.S.C. § 950g, and its decisions are
binding. Cf Agostini v. Felton, 521 U.S. 203, 237·38 (1997). This court need proceed
no further to reject Khadr's claim that trying him on charges of conspiracy violates the
Ex Post Facto Clause.

ii. Eisenlrager's holding that alien enemy combatants detained outside the
United States do not enjoy constitutional protections is not confined to particular clauses
of the Constitution, such as the Fifth Amendment. See 339 U.S. at 783-85. Rather, as the
Court of Appeals recognized in Boumediene, Eisentrager stands for the broader
proposition that limitations on Congress set forth elsewhere in the Constitution do not
apply vis-ii-vis alien enemy combatants detained outside the United States.

111. Accordingly, the Court of Appeals in Boumediene rejected the argument
thal an alien enemy combatant like Khadr could invoke purported "limitation[s] on
congressional power," even ifhe could not assert individual "constitutional right(s}." 476
F.3d at 993. As the Boumediene court correctly explained, ''this is no distinction at all.
Constitutional rights are rights against the government and, as such, are restrictions on
governmental power." Id. The court added that, "[o]n [a contrary} theory ... aliens
outside the United States [would be] entitled to the protection of the Separation of Powers
because they have no individual rights under the Separation of Powers." Id. at 994

iv. The court in Boumediene correctly rejected any distinction between
restrictions on congressional power and individual rights. Id. at 993-94. It held instead
that the Ex Post Facto and Suspension Clauses, like other constitutional provisions such
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as the Fifth Amendment, do not apply to detainees such as Khadr, notwithstanding that
the former clauses do not expressly reference "individuals" or "rights." /d. Accordingly,
under the binding precedent of Eisen/rager and Boumediene, Khadr cannot claim the
protection of the Ex Post Facto Clause. I

v. In any event, raising such claims must take account of the fact that
Congress passed and the President signed the MCA precisely because the Supreme Court
invited the politically accountable branches to do so. See Hamdan, 126 S. Ct. at 2774·75;
see also id. at 2799 (Breyer, J., concurring) ("Nothing prevents the President from
returning to Congress to seek the authority he believes necessary (to try members of al
Qaeda before military commissions].") (emphasis added). Were the Defense to prevail in
ils argument that Khadr's prosecution is barred by the Ex Post Facto Clause, the Supreme
Court's invitation would be transformed into a fool's errand.

vi. Even if the Ex Post Facto Clause did somehow apply to Khadr as a general
proposition, prosecution of Khadr in a military commission for conspiracy does not
violate the Ex Post Clause. First, it is well established Ihat changes to judicial tribunals
and provisions governing venue or jurisdiction do not violate the Ex Post Facto Clause.
Thus, courts have long held that the Clause does not apply to the abolition of old courts
and the creation of new ones, see, e.g., Duncan v. State, 152 U.S. 377 (1894), the creation
or alteration of ap!>ellale jurisdiction, see, e.g., Mallell v. North Carolina, 181 U.S. 589
(1901), the transfer ofjuriSdiction from one court or tribunal to another, see, e.g., People
ex reI. Foote v. Clark, 119 N.E. 329 (111. 1918), or the modification of a trial panel, see,
e.g., Commonwealth v. Phelps, 96 N.E. 349 (Mass. 1911). The rationale for these
decisions is clear: The Ex Post Facto Clause applies only to laws that retroactively alter
the definition or consequences of a criminal offense-not to jurisdictional provisions that
affect where or how criminal liability is adjudicated.2

1 In Downes v. Bidwell, 182 U.S. 244 (1901), which predates both Eisen/rager and Boumediene.
the Supreme Court held that "when the Constitution declares that 'no bill of attainder or ex post jacto law
shall be pasSt:d.· and that 'no title of nobility shall be ~ranted by the Uniled States,' it goes to Ihe
competency of Congress to pass a bill ajthat description." Jd. at 277. However, Downes concerned only
Ihe applicability of "the revenue clauses of Ihe Constitution ... to our newly acquired territories." Jd. at
249. Downes has no relevance with respect to the constilulional rights enjoyed by alien enemy combatants
held outside Ihe terrilorial sovereignty ofthe United Slates in Guanlanamo Bay, Cuba. The controlling
cases on that point arc Boumediene and Eisentrager, which held that alien enemy combatants delai~
outside the United States do not enjoy the struClUral or other protections of the Constitution.

: We note lhal the Defense repeatedly cites the procedures Khadr would have received had his
case been tried in an Article III court in order to demonstrate that he has been prejudiced by having his case
adjudicated under the MCA. See Mot. to Dismiss III at 9·11. However. even ifKhadr did somehow
possess a right to be tried in a forum olher than under the MCA, we do not understand why trial before an
Article 1II court is the appropriate benchmark, rather than trial in a court-martial. Given that lawjul enemy
combatants (i.e., those enemies who fight according to the law of war) would be tried before a court
martial, see Geneva Convention Relative 10 the Treatment of Prisoners of War, Aug. 12, 1949.6 U.S.T.
3317,75 U.N.T.S. 135 ("GPW"), art. 102 ("A prisoner of war can be v<llidly sentenced only if the sentence
has been pronounced by the same courts according to the same procedure as in the case of members oflhe
armed forces of the Detaining Power, and if, furthermore, the provisions of the presenl Chapler have been
observed."). it seems utterly perverse that an unlawful enemy combatant, such as Khadr, would receive all
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VII. Second, with respect to the 28 offenses codified in section 95Ov(b) as
crimes triable by military commission, Congress specifically detennined that those
offenses "have traditionally been triable by military commissions." 10 U.S.C. 950p(a).
Congress went on to explain that the MCA "does not establish new crimes that did not
exist before its enactment, but rather codifies those crimes for trial by military
commission." Id. Because conspiracy was a violation of the law of war at the time of the
charged conduct in this case, the later codification of such proscribed conduct in the
MCA does not violate the Ex Post Facto Clause. See Landgrafv. USI Film Prods., 511
U.S. 244, 269-70 (1994) ("A statute does not operate 'retrospectively' merely because it
is applied in a case arising from conduct antedating the statute's enactment or upsets
expectations based in prior law. Rather, the court must ask whether the new provision
attaches new legal consequences to events completed before its enactment.") (citation and
footnote omitted).

VIII. Congress made pellucidly clear that the MCA applies to offenses
committed both before and after its enactment: "Because the provisions of this
subchapter (including provisions that incorporate definitions in other provisions of law)
are declarative of existing law, they do not preclude trial for crimes that occurred before
the date of the enactment of this chapter." Id. § 950P(b). Accordingly, there is no doubt
that Congress intended for the MCA to apply to conduct "'that occurred before the date of
the enactment of this chapter." In fact, Congress expressly stated that military
commissions authorized under the MCA "have jurisdiction to try any offense made
pWlishable by this chapter or the law of war when committed by an alien unlav,rful enemy
combatant before, on, or after September 11, 200/." 10 U.S.C. § 948d(a). Obviously,
any offense committed "before" or "on" II September 2001 occurred prior to enactment
of the MCA in 2006. Congress's extension ofmilitary commission jurisdiction over such
offenses makes unambiguously clear that it intended the Act to have retroactive effect.)

the benefits ofa U.S. citizen in an Article HI court. Although we do not believe that Khadr is entitled to be
tried in either an Article III court or a court-martial, we note that the Defense's illogical claim that Khadr is
entitled to be tried in a civilian Article 1JI court further underscores the weakness of his argument.

J The Defense appears to agree with us. In its Motion to Dismiss Charge III (filed 7 Dec. 2007,
4:27 AM. see e-mail from Rebecca Snyder to Danny Chappell, LTC, et al.), the defense vociferously
argues thai the MCA is best read prospectively, see, e.g., Mot. to Dismiss III at 6 ("The MCA Should Not
Be Interpreted to Apply Retroactively"); id. ("Congress did not provide that the provisions of tile MeA
under which Khadr is charged should be applied retroactively."); id. al7 ("Section 950p provides additional
evidence that Congress did not intend the MCA to apply reuoaclively ...."); id. ("Section 948d(a) of the
MCA is not to the contrary:'). However, in its final motion to dismiss, see Defense Motion to Dismiss for
Lack of Jurisdiction (Bill of Attainder) ("Mot. to Dismiss (Bill of Attainder)"), which was subsequently
filed on 7 December 2007 at 3:30 PM, see e-mail from William Kuebler, LCDR. to Danny Chappell, LTC.
et aI., the Defense appears to eoncede the force of the Government's argument and agrees with the
ProsecUllon that the MeA, in fact, applies retroactively. See, e.g., Mol. to Dismiss (Bill of Anainder) at 6
("This definilion (in 10 U.S.C. § 948a(l)(A)(i)] encompasses those who were already in custody when the
MCA was enacted and targets such individuals for their past conduct, that is, for having allegedly engaged
in or supported hostilities against the United States before the date ohlle MeA's enactment."); id. ("That
the definition above is intended to be retrospective is made clear by surrounding provisions of the Act.");
id. ("Most tellingly ofall, the MCA states that '[a) military commission under this chapter shall have
jurisdiction to try any olTense made punishable by this chapter or the law of war when committed by an
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ix. As discussed above, all of the justices in Hamdan agree that the question
whether conspiracy is a violation of the law of war was one to be made by Congress.
See, e.g., Hamdan. 126 S. Ct. at 2779 ("There is no suggestion that Congress has, in
exercise of its constitutional authority to 'define and punish ... Offences against the Law
of Nations; U.S. Const., Art. I, § 8, cl. 10, positively identified 'conspiracy' as a war
crime.") (alteration in original). In direct response to Hamdan, Congress passed the
MCA to make clear that, in fact, conspiracy is, and always has been, see 10 U.S.C. 950p,
a violation of the law of war. Accordingly, the Ex Post Facto Clause poses no
impediment to trying Khadr for conspiracy to violate the law of war, since that offense
was already a violation of the law of war at the time Khadr committed the offenses.

x. The Supreme Court's statement in Schooner Charming Betsy that "an act
of congress ought never to be construed to violate the law of nations if any other possible
construction remains," 6 U.S. (2 Cranch) at 118, is wholly inapplicable to the present
case. Contrary to the Defense's position that there is ambiguity as to whether the MCA
applies to offenses committed prior to its enactment, there is in fact no ambiguity on this
point.4 Congress expressly stated that the criminal offcnscs codified by the MCA are not
"ncw crimes that did not exist before its enactment," but rather arc "offenses that have
traditionally been triable by military commissions." 10 U.S.C. § 950p(a). In the
immediately subsequent subsection, Congress explained that "[b]ecause the provisions of
this subchapter (including provisions that incorporate definitions in other provisions of
law) are declarativc of existing law, they do not precludc trial for crimes that occurred
before the date of the enactment of this chapter." ld. § 950p(b). The foregoing sentence
cannot mean anything other than that Congress expressly contemplated and authorized
trial by military commissions for crimes committed prior to enactment of the MCA. By
providing that conspiracy is triable under the MeA, even with respect to offcnses
committed prior to its enactment, Congress clearly rejectcd any rule of international law
that would have otherwise precluded the imposition of criminal liability under the MCA
for such acts.

xi. Schooner Charming Betsy is nol to the contrary. There, the Supreme Court
held that an ambiguous statute should be construed, to the extent possible, not to conflict

alien unlawful enemy combatant before. on, or after September II. 2001.' § 948d(a)(emphasis added).
These provisions make it unmistakably clear that the definition of an unlawful enemy combatant-the only
class of individuals subject to trial by military commission, see § 948c-is intended to target individuals for
conduct occurring well before the act's passage.") (emphasis and alteration in original); id. at 7 ("In any
case, the context of the MeA's passage make it unmistakably clear that it was intended 10 creale a
Commission syslem that would apply retroactively 10 individuals like Mr. Khadr."). We assume Ihal the
arguments in the Defense's laler-filed MOlion to Dismiss (Bill of Attainder) represent the Defense's final
view on this matter. In any event, the Government agrees with the Defense that Congress left no doubl that
the MCA was inlended to apply to offenses committed prior 10 its enactment.

4 The only ambiguity of which we are aware is in the Defense's own briefs before this court.
ComfXIre Mol. to Dismiss 111 at 6 ("The MCA Should Not Be Interpreted to Apply Retroactively"), with
Mot. to Dismiss (Bill of Attainder) al 7 ("[T]he context of the MeA's passage make il unmistakably clear
Ihat it was intended to create a Commission system thai would apply retroactively 10 individuals like Mr.
Khadr."). See also supra note 3.
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with international law. See 6 U.S. (2 Cranch) at 118. Schooner Charming Bersy clearly
did not hold that Congress is powerless to legislate in violation of international law, so
long as it does so unambiguously. See, e.g., The Paquete Habana, 175 U.S. at 700
(explaining that international law is relevant to U.s. courts "where there is no treaty and
no controlling executive or legislative act or judicial decision"); Oliva, 433 F.3d at 233
("[W]hile courts are 'bound by the law of nations which is a part of the law of the land,'
Congress may apply a different rule 'by passing an act for the purpose."') (quoting The
Nereide, 13 U.S. (9 Cranch) at 423); Guaylupo-Moya,423 F.3d at 136 ("[C]lear
congressional action trumps customary international law and previously enacted
treaties."); TMR Energy Ltd., 411 F.3d at 302 ("Never does customary intemationallaw
prevail over a contrary federal statute.); Comm. 0/u.s. Citizens Living in Nicaragua, 859
F.2d at 938 ("'Statutes inconsistent with principles ofcustomary international law may
weJllead to intemationallaw violations. But within the domestic legal realm, that
inconsistent statute simply modifies or supersedes customary international law to the
extent of the inconsistency."). In any event, Congress has authority under Article I of the
Constitution to define and punish violations ofintemationallaw. Congress has clearly
exercised that authority here, with respect to conspiracies to violate the law of war,
whether committed before, on or after enactment of the MCA.

xii. Similarly, Congress has determined, as its passage of the MCA makes
clear, see, e.g., 10 U.S.C. § 950p, that applying the conspiracy provisions of the MCA to
Khadr for acts committed prior to its enactment does not violate any international law
prohibition against ex post facto legislation. As stated above, where Congress has
legislated unambiguously on a subject, such legislation "trumps customary international
law and previously enacted treaties." Guaylupo-Moya, 423 F.3d at 136. Congress
expressly provided in the MCA that it could be used to prosecute offenses, including
conspiracy, that predate its enactment. Accordingly, intemationallaw poses no bar to the
Executive Branch enforcing the MCA to do precisely that.

XIII. Moreover, for the MCA to have violated the Ex Post Facto Clause as
applied to Khadr, the Act must have "retroactively alter[ed] the defmition ofcrimes or
increase[d] the punishment for criminal acts." Collins v. Youngblood, 497 U.S. 37,43
(1990). However, as discussed above, a 142-year-old opinion by the Attorney General,
which remains binding on the Executive Branch, makes clear that

to unite with bandini, jayhawkers, guerillas, or any other unauthorized
marauders is a high offence against the laws of war; the offence is
complete when the band is organized or joined. The atrocities committed
by such a band do not constitute the offence, but make the reasons, and
sufficient reasons they are, why such banditti are denounced by the laws
of war.

II Op. Atty. Gen. at 312. Colonel Winthrop notes that during the Civil War, numerous
individuals were charged-and were "liable to be shot, imprisoned, or banished, either
summarily where their guilt was clear or upon trial and conviction by a military
commission"-based upon their material support for groups of unlawful combatants.
Winthrop, Military Law and Precedents 784. See also II Op. Atty. Gen. at 314 ("A
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bushwhacker, a jayhawker, a bandit, a war rebel, an assassin, being public enemies, may
be tried, condemned, and executed as offenders against the laws of war").

xiv. Khadr is certainly no worse ofTas a result of being given the right to an
adversarial proceeding, the right to both civilian and military defense counsel, see 10
U.S.C. §§ 948k, 949a(b)(l)(C), the right "to present evidence in his defense, to cross
examine the witnesses who testify against him, and to examine and respond to evidence
admitted against him on the issue of guilt or innocence and for sentencing," id.
§ 949a(b)(1 )(A), the right to be present at all sessions of the military commission, see id
§ 949a(b)(1 )(8), the presumption of innocence, id. § 949/(e), and, if he is convicted, the
right to appellate counsel, id. § 950h, and the right to review of his sentence by the
convening authority, id. § 950(b), the Court of Military Commission Review, id
§§ 95Oc(a), 950f, the D.C. Circuit, id. § 950g(a), and the Supreme Court of the United
States through writ of certiorari, id. § 950g(d). He is being humanely detained and will
be tried before a "regularly constituted court affording all the judicial guarantees which
are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples." GPW, art. 3. Nothing more is
required.

e. Conclusion

i. Consistent with its authority under Article I of the Constitution, Congress
has clarified that conspiracy is, and was at the time of the incidents charged against
Khadr, a violation of the law of war. In addition, neither the Constitution nor
intemationallaw imposes any ex post facto bar to the application of the MCA to offenses
Khadr committed prior to its enactment. Accordingly, this court has jurisdiction to try
Khadr for the offense of conspiracy in violation of 10 U.S.C. § 950v(bX28).

7. Oral Argumenl: The Prosecution disagrees that the issues presented by the
Defense's motion are "complex." Mot. to Dismiss III at 12. In view of the fact that the
MCA directly, and conclusively, addresses the issue presented, the Prosecution believes
that the motion should be readily denied. To the extent, however, that the Military Judge
orders the parties to present oral argument, the Government will be prepared to do so.

8. Witnesses and Evidence: All of the evidence and testimony necessary to deny
this motion is already in the record.

9. Cerlificate of Conference: Not applicable.

10. AdditionallnCormation: None.

11. Submitted by:

().Jk O· JU..z:----~
~te~ ~.-'cJroharing
Major, U.S. Marine Corps.
Prosecutor

Clayton Trivett, Jr
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy
Assistant Prosecutor
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Keith A. Petty
Captain, U.S. Anny
Assistant Prosecutor

John F. Murphy
Assistant Prosecutor
Assistant United States Attorney

14



UNITED STATES v. KHADR

C.M.C.R. Case No. 08-003

APPENDIX
TO APPELLANT'S BRIEF

EXHIBIT J



CHARGE SHEET
I. PERSONAL DATA

1. NAME OF ACCUSED:

Omar Ahmed Khadr

2 AU,6,SES Of ACCUSED:

Akhbar Farhad, Akhbar Farnad. Ahmed Muhammed Khah

3 ISH NUMBER OF ACCUSED IlAST FOUR):

0766

". CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS

.. CHARGE: VIOLATION OF SECTION AND TITLE OF CRIME IN PART IV OF M.M.C.

SPECifiCATION:

See Attached Charges and SpeCIfications.

Ill. SWEARING OF CHARGES

Sa. NAME OF ACCUSER. (LAST, FIRST, Af1i

Tubbs \1, Marvin W.

Sb. GRADE Sc. ORGANIZATION OF ACCUSER

0-4 Office of the Chief Prosecutor, QMC

S~, DATE (VYYYMMODI

20070405

A~HDAV'T Belore me, Inti I,mder$19rled, authorized by law IQ admm,sler oalh irl cases ollhis characl8f, personally i1ppe9red llle <'!bove n.lmed
~ccusel lhe ..2!h- day 01 April 2007 ,arld signed lhe rOfegoong charges iIt1d wec,flCilllQrlS unoer oath th:11 heiShe,s a per$Orl
subject 10 Ihe Urliform COde of M,lltllry Jushce and Ihil1 heishe haS personat k'lOWledge 01 or hllS 'rl~stiOaled tt>e maUefs set lor1h l!1efe,rl anc!
ttla! Ihe S3me afe In..e 10 the Dese of hls/her knowledge anc! beliel

Jeffrey D. Groharing

0·4
0<."

Me FORM 458 JAN 2007

Office ollhe Chief Prosecutor, OMC
Otga",z9lo1 01 OIfJCiJ(

Commissioned Officer, U S. Marine Corps
Off"101lI~'o Aa""rnst.... ONfI

(SH R'" C J07{bl musr /Hr con>m'$5o'Ofl6d otricf,J



". NOTICE TO THE ACCUSED

6 00 April 5th 2007 In" accused was nOllrred ot the Ctlarges against him/he.- ':See R M C 308),

Jeffrey D, Groharinq, Major, U.S. Marine Corps OHice of the Chief Prosecutor, OMC
Typed Name lind Grade 01 Person Who Caused Organilal;on of IfHJ Person WhO Caused

Accused to Be Nol!fi~ 01 Charges Ar;cused to Be Notified 01 Charges

--+Ud."O D,M...".."'}:;
SJgnalufe

V. RECEIPT OF CHARGES BY CONVENING AUTHORITY

7 The swam cl\alges were rece,vect al 1 4 1 1 hours. on 6 Apr; 1 2007 ." Arlington, Virginia

Location

For Ihe COnverling Aultlonly: Jennifer D. Youog
Typed Name of Office.

CW]
Grade

~- Signal"r"

VI. REfERRAL

8a. DESIGNATION OF CONVENING AUTHORITY ab. PLACE Be. DATE (Yn'YMMDO/

Convening Authority lOUSe §948h Arlington, Va
Appointed on 6 Feb 2007 20070424

Referred for IMIIO Ihe (nonjocap,lal mllilary commissiOfl con~ened oy mililary CommiSSIOn convening order 07-02
dated 8 March 2007

SU0feCI 10 Ihe lollowing InstrUCloons'- t his case is referred

DOD capital: see contjnJlation sheet

If "Cotnm<Jnd, Order or O""Clron

Susan J. Crawford Ccrv?r.ino Authority lOUSe §948h

r0~:ro.;·~~'tt
on,Cl<II Capacily of Officer Signing

Sigrrarl.trll

VII. SERVICE OF CHARGES

, 00 I (c<ll.tsEld 10 be) served a copy thew cha'gos on lile abo.e named accused

Jeffrey D. Groharing 0-'
Typed Name of T"a! Counsel G,ade 01 r"al COunsel

SlgniJ/lIre of r"a! Counsel

FOOTNOTES

See R M C 601 concern,,'l9 InSlruChons Il none. so slale.

Me FORM 458 JAN 2007



CONTfNUATION SHEET - MC FORM 458 JAN 2007, Block VI Refcrral

In thecase of UNITED STATES OF AMERICA v. OMAR AHMED KHADR
aJkJa "Akhbar Farhad"
alkJa "Akhbar Famad"
alkJa "Ahmed Muhammed Khali"

The following charges and specifications afe referred to InaI by military commiSSion:

The Specification of Charge I and Charge I
The Specification of Charge II and Charge 11
The Specification of Charge III, as amended, and Charge 1IJ
Specificatlons I and 2 of Charge IV, as amended, and Charge IV
The Specification of Charge V and Charge V

This case is referred non-capital.

Date: _Y_-3_Sl_-_0-'-.7__ ~J~ra~r
Convening AuthorilY

for Military Commission



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v.

OMAR AHMED KHADR
a1k/a "Akhbar Farhad"
a1k1a "Akhbar Famad"

atk/a "Ahmed Muhammed Khali"

)
)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CHARGES

Murder in Violation of the Law of War

Attempted J\1 urder in Violation of the Law
of War

Conspiracy

ProYiding Material Support for Terrorism

Spying

C1IARGE I' VIOLATION OF 10 U.s.c. §950v{b)(I5), MLiRDER I 'VIOLAT!O" OF
THE LAW OFWAR

Soecilication: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to trial by mllit.:lry commission as an
ahen unlawful enemy combatant. did. in Afghanistan. on or about July 27.2002. while in the
cllnlexl of and associated with armed conflict and without enjoying combatant immUnity.
unlawfully and intentionally murder U.S. Army Sergeant First Class Christopher Sp....-cr. in
\'iol~tion orthe taw of war. by throwing a hand grenade at U.S. forces resulting in the dealh of
Sergeant First Class Speer.

CHARGE II, VIOLATION OF 10 U,S.c. §9501, ATTEMPTED \IlRDt:R I~

,'IOLATION OFTHE LAW OFWAR

Splxiticalion: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to Irial by military commission as an
alien unlawful enemy combatant did. in and around Afghanistan, between. on ("Ir aboulJune 1.
2002. nnd on or aboulJuly 27. 2002. while in the context of and associated \\ith anned contliet
and without enjoying combatant immunity. attempt to commit murder in violation of the low of
W:lr. by converting land mines into improvised explosive devices and planting said Improvised
cxplo$ivc devices in the b,'found wilh the intent to k:11 U.S. or coalition forces.

CHARGE III: VIOLATION OF 10 U.S.c. §950v(b)(2R), CONSPIRACV

Spccific~J.lion: [n lhat Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject 10 trial by military c:ommission as an
alien unlawful enemy combatant, did, in and around Afghanistan. from at least Junc 1.2002 to
on or <lbout July 27.2002. conspire and agree with Usama bin Laden, Ayman al Za\\ahiri.
Sheikh Sayeed al MaSri. Saifal Adel, Ahmed Sa'id Khadr(alkJa Abu AI·Rahman Al-Kanadi).
and vnrious other members and associates of the al Qaeda organization, known and unknown.
and willfully join an entcrpri:-e of persons. 10 wit: al Qaeda, founded by Usama ·,in Laden. in or
about 19!N. thm hns engaged in hostilities against the Uniled Slates. includin~ attacks against the
American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzani3 in August 1998, the attack against the l'SS COLE
In October 2000. the attacks on the United Slates all September 11.200 I. and furthc:r attacks.
continuing 10 d:lte againsilhe United States: said agreement and enterprise sharing a common



criminal purpose known to the accused 10 commit the following offenses trinble by militnry Q1
commis~ion: ~ttacking ~ivil.ians~ attacking civilian obje~.ts; ~urdt:r in viol.ation of the law of war: I/'~
deSlructl0n of property In violation of the law of war; 1'Iljsc](Ins fir flll:E..m]lll~ It \ end (II ai, (.I8FI:~(C-
tlnct terrorism.

In furtherance of this agreement or enterprise. Omar Khudr knowingly commillcd overt
acts, including. but not limited to, the following:

I. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month tlfonc-on-one,
vrivate al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda member named "Abu Iladdi.",
consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled !:,'l'cnndcs. rifles. pistols. hand
grenades, and explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnaissance agninst the
U.S. mililnry in support of efforts 10 target U.S. forces 10 Afghnnistan.

3. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month ofland mine training.

4. In or ahout July 2002, Khadr joined a !:,'l'OUp of AI Qaeda operatives .lnd conn..:rtcd
lnnd tnmes to improvised explosive devices and planted said improvised explosive
devices in the h'Tound where, based Oll previous surveillance, U.S. troops were
expected to be traveling. ~tlf61

,4L. q,
5. On (If about July 27, 2002, Khadr ~,,,.e,","h",e..,. "!ltt"""~...""el....."..,"I"Q"''''''.''''''""l,e''''''fll>ee,,,,';;~engaged

II S. militilry and coalition personnel with small anns fire, killing two Afghan Vfilitia
Force memhers. 41

6. Khadr ltl16/tlr 'fie elher !l1:l3peetee tll Qtledtt ",e'l1b~~Sh~~~nd/or fired grenades at
nearby coalition torces resulting in numerous injuries.

7 When U.S. force:: entered the compound upon completion of the tircfight. Khnl!r
threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer.

CHARGE IV, VIOLATION 10 u.s.c. §950v{b)(25), PROVIDING MATERIAL
SUPPORT FOR TERRORISM

Specification I: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr. a person subject to trial by military commission as
an alien unlowful cnem) comhatant. did, in or around Afghanistan, from at leas: .Iune 2002
through on (II' about July 27,2002, intentionally provide material support or resources to wit:
pers(lnneL himself. to .oj Qaeda. an international terrorist organization founded by L~ama bin
Laden, in or about 1989, and known by the accused to be an organization that engag~s in
terrorISm. said .01 Qaeda having engaged in hostilities ngainsl the United States, induding attacks
against the American Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in August 1998, the attack against the
l ISS COLE in October 2000, the attacks on the United States on September! 1. 2001. and further
allll.:ks. conlinulllg to date against the United States; said conduct taking place in the context of
and associated wilh armed conflict. •



The accused provided matenal support or resources to al Qaeda including. but not limited
to. the following:

1. In or about June 2002, Khadr received approximately one month of ()nc·on~one,
private <.II Qaeda basic training from an <.II Qaeda member named "Abu Haddi.".
consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled grenades. ritles. pistols. hand
grenades. and explosives.

2. In or about June 2002, Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnaissance against the
U.S. military ill support of efforts to target U.S, forces in Afghanistan.

J, In or about July 2002. Khadr attended one month of land mine training.

4. In or about July 2002. Khadr joined a b'TOUP of Al Qaeda operatives and converted
land mines to improvised explosive devices and phlnted snid impl'o\'lsed cxplo'ilvC
devices in the ground where. based on previous surveillance. U.S, tWIlPS were
expected to be traveling. ttl' c7

sJcA
5. On or about July 27. 2002, Khadr ans/sF etRer SltS~eeleB al QaeEla l'l'lclllhers engaged

U.S. military and coalition personnel wi;:h small arms fire. killing two Afghan \1ilitia
Force members. 4.01

dL-'-I~
6. Khadr ftnd or IRe etAtlr S\:l6peclt;Q al Qa@;:Ia l'l'l~l'l'l~nj Ihrcw andlor fired grenades at

nearby cQa!ition force:> resulting in numerous injuries.

7. \Vhen U.S. forcl:s entered the compound upon completion of the lirefighl, Khadr
threw a grcnade, killing Sergeant First Class Chlisto?her Speer,

~pecification 2: In that Omar Ahmed Khadr. a person subject to trial by military commission as
<In alien unlawful enemy combatant. did, in Afghanistan. from at 1ea!'t June 20m through on or
:Jbout July 27. 2002. intentionally provide material support or resources to wit: personnel.
himself. to be used in preparation for. or carrying out an act of terrorism, that the Jccused knew
or intended that the matenal support or resources were to be used for those purposes. anJ that the
conuuet of the 'H.:cuseu look place in the context of and was asso\:ialed with an uml.OJ contlict.

The accused provided material support or resources in support of acts of termri'im
including. but not llmiled to. the following:

I. In or about June 2002. Khadr received approximately one month of one-on-one.
private al Qaeda basic training from an al Qaeda member named "Abu Haddi ",
consisting of training in the use of rocket propelled grenades, rifles. pistols. hand
b'TCnadcs. and explosives,

2. In or about June 2002. Klladr conducted surveillance and reconna ssance against the
L'.S. mililary in support of efforts to target U.S. forces in Afghanistan.



J. In or about July 2002, Khadr attended one month of land mine training.

4. In or about July 2002. Khadr joined a group of Al Oaeda operatives and convel1ed
land mines to improvised explosive devices and planted said improvised explosive
devices in the ground where. based on previous surveillance. U.S. lronps wcre
expected to be traveling. t/~~1

siC-"'~
5. On or about July 27. 2002, Knadr 35H£/er etl~Qr sW6fH~ehJB al Qa888 Il'H~ engaged

U.S. military and coalition personnel with small anus fire, killing tWQ f\fghan Militia

Force members. de..... L/~ ,,1/r fl

6. Khadr anlil'er IAfil otA8r 6ws~eet8€1 al Qaeea ffieft~9 threw and/or fired grenades at
nearby coalition forces resulting III numerous injuries.

7. When U.S. forces entered the compound upon completion of the firelight. Kh,ldr
threw a grenade, killing Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer.

CHARGE V: VIOLATION OF 10 U.S.c. §9S0v(b)(27), SPYING

SpeCIfication: [n that Omar Ahmed Khadr, a person subject to military commission as an ahen
unl<lwful enemy combatant. did in Afghamst<:ln, in or about June 2002. collect cHtain
lnfonnation by clande:-line means or while ncting under fnlse pretenses. infonnation that he
ltltcndcd or had reDson to believe would be used to injure the United States or pro\ idc an
advantage to a foreign power; that the accused intended to convey such infonnation 10 an enemy
of the United States. namely al Oaeda or its associmed forces; that the conduct oflhe accused
t(lllk place in the context orand was associaled with an anned conflict and thaI the accused
committed any or all oflhe folJowing acts: on at [east one occasion. at the direction of a known
al Qaeda member or associate. and in preparation for operations targeting U.S. lorce~, the
.:lccused conducted surveillance of U.S. forces and made notations as 10 the numher and types of
vehicles. distances hetween the vehicles. approximate speed of the convoy, time, and direction of
the convoys.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFEJ\SE
OFFICE OFTHE CHIEF PROSECUTOR
OFFICE OF' MILITARY COMMISSIONS

1610 DEFENSE I'ENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1610

(dllY) (month) (year)

\tI:-:VIORA'\Dl \1 FOR Detainee Omar AhmL"d Khadr0766, Gualltanumo Bay. Cuba

S\, BJLCT: ~otJfil:<JllOn Clfthe Swearing of Charge.>.;

J You Me hcn.:oj nOllfll.xi lila! criminal charges Wt.:n,; swum against you on the day of
,2007. pursuant to the Military Commi-.;sions Ad of2006 (MeA) and the Manual

f<lr Mllil,UY COll1mission::; (MMCL A copy of this notice is being provided to you .and 10 Y\)Uf

dt.:lailt:d defcl1:-.e ;,;ounscl

2 Specifically. ;.'\)u arc charged with the l()llowing offense::-:

\1l'ROFR 1'1 VIOLATIO'l OF THE LAW OF WAR

,\ [TEMPTED "II ROER IN VIOLATION OF THE LA W OF WAR

('()NSPIRACY

PROVIDI"<" \1 ,\1 ERIAL SUPPORT FOR TERRORISM

SPYIMJ

(Read Ihe clwr~cs and 5j1l'cifications to the accused. Ifne('cssary. (lfl illterprCler may read Ihe
c"ar~n in a language. OllieI' t!lall Hllglish. t!lat Ihe Q{'clI.w:d understands.)

AFFI[)AYlT OF NOTIFICATION

r hereby ccrtlly that a copy of tim document was pmvidcd to the named detainc\: this
day of , 2007.

Sigllillllr~

I'ypl.:d 01 Printed Name <lnd Grade

Orgnni..:ation

Address of Org:lnization



CHARGE SHEET

I. PERSONAL DATA

1. NAME OF ACCUSED;

Omor Ahmed Knodr
1--- -- -

2. AUASES OF ACCUSED
AI-.hbar Farhad. Akhbar F(j(()ad. Ahmed Muhamme<.1 Khali

~-3~-lSNNUMBER OF ACCUSED (LAST FOUR):

0766
- _....._-

II CHARGES AND SPECIFICAliONS

4. CHARGE VIOLATION OF SECTION AND mlE OF CRIME IN PART 1'1 OF M.M.C.

SPECIFICATION

See Attached Charges and Specifications.

Ill. SWEARING OF CHARGES

Sll. NAME or ACCUSER (LAS r. FIRST. MI) 5b. GRADE 5c. ORGANIZATION OF ACCUSER

Tubbs 11 Marvin W 0·4 Office of the Chief Prosecutor, OMC

"i1~V--=
:le. DATE (YYYYMMOOI

20070202

t,FFIDAur ['k!I"... rna tI$ undersigned illltllorize<l t>~ law 10 3dminisler oalh in cases 01 Ihis character. personally appeared lile above named
Jo.;(;w.••rthc 2nd !la'/ool £Ei~ruary~. 2007 and signed lhe foregoing charges <Ind SO€CiflCaliQns I,mder oalh thai heJ$l1e 's a penon
$i.'Il!f'<CI to tM unlf-~m, Cooe 01 Milital)' JUSll(;e and that he/she has persorllli ~roowilldge of or has inve~ligalM the mallers set fOrth ltleroin WId
thY t~e S1;nc nr~ tme (0 ttm 00-;: of hjs!t'€f knowleQge lind bel,ef

Jeff Groharing Office of the Chief Prosecutor, OMC
; yoN! /lMme 01 Offioor OrganilllllOfl r;f Offioor-

0·4 Commissioned Officer, US Marine Corps
Gr.l<19 Official Capacily ro AC/mm,$lilI Oath

(5911 R.M, C 307/b) must be oommISSJ,)floo oIrtciltfJ

iJ~ Q~
MC FORM 458 JAN 2007



IV. NOTiCe to THE ACCUSED

8 ~ Febru0ry 2 2007 the accused was nO\lfied of the charges against himlher (See R Me ''''''
JeH GrOharing. MaJOI. US Marine Corps Office of the Chief Prosecutor, OMC

T)'f)<'o! N.-lIM ,,,,I G""Jtl 01 Pe<~ Who CI.WW<! OrgJnizllliofl of the PerIWfl Who Causm)
A<,; ",*_':1 r' ,'kJ(;f>p(j (If ClklJgfJs Acwsed to Be No/ifje<J or CI'J(IJ"~

'>'!J'"II"'"

v. RECEIPT OF CHARGES BY CON\lENING AUTHORITV

7_ rhe sworn cl'I~ Wf'rll reeeo~oo al hours, on ."
Location

f-or me Converll"9 ,.Q"utnority'

T}'(>Cd Name of OffiCf!r

Grade

Sign9luro

" REFERRAL

sa, DESIGNATION Of CONYENING AuntORITY ab. PLACE lie. OATE (YYVYMMOOj

ReIN/oed f()( J"iililo the :nOhC~ldl m;iltar; oornmisslDn convened by miMary commissiOrl convening order

'Subjet;!to lI'~ loiloWI1'\9 II'\strucMns',

S, oI
(Mnr.HJ~1. OM(f!, tJ( D,'R(:f/O'1

l'W'll'lJ V';III() mllJ G'adu at Of/jcor OffiCial Ccpacity of Olf~r SlfIning

Sogtl"t", ..

\IlL SERVICE OF CHARGES

, " I (caused to De) served a copy Ihese charges on the above named <tCC\.lS(t(!

TYfJfxJ N!N1S1 of r"at O:"m"i1! Grade of Tn:/I Coun.SfJ!

"'.;1 "e vi [(;'11 CovllS"i

FOOTNOTES

~oo R /oJ C bOt COncell"'lil"'l'] "'''INCII(J(1S 11l()OO, so Stilll

Me FORM 458 JAN 2007



l ~I rED ST -\rES OF AYIERICA

v.

OYlAIl AH\1lm KHADR
a,Ld "AI<.hbar Farhad"
;J ka "Akhbar Farnad"

a-Ii.a "Ahmed \1uhanuned Khah"

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

------CCHARGES

Murder in Violation of the Law of War

Attemptcd :\Iurder in Violation of the LllW

of War

Conspirac~

Providing Material Support for Terrorism

Spyinl!

I~TnODL'CTION

I. Tht: accl1s~d. Onwf Ahmed KJ13dr (a/k'a Akhbar FarhJd. :t/k/a Akhbar Famad. a/k/a Ahmed
:\lubammcd Khali. hcreirmftcr "Khadr"). is a person subjcct to trial by military commission lor
violi.IfIOlb oftlle law ofwar and oLher offenses triable b>' military commission. as an alien
nola", lui enemy lXlmbalanl At all times material to the charges:

JURISDICTION

:2 Jurisdidh)P for Ihi.:; Military Coml11is"ion is based on Title 10 U.S.c. Scc. 9480, the Nlilltary
('ommissiolb Ad of20tX), hercinalkr "MeA;" lb Implementation by the Manual for Milit<try
(\lInml:-SlOn... {\r1\1q, Chapter II, Rules for Mtlitary Commission!> (RMC) 202 and 201: and the
linal t!l:terminatl\)(l of the ('omhatont Status Review Tribunal of September 7, 2004, Ih;.\( Khadr
1:- an unldwfull.:l1emy combatant as d member oC or affiliated with. al Qaeda,

.'. 'I he [lceus('d's charged conduct is triable by a military commission.

BACKGROUND

4 Khadr \\ as hom on September IG, 1986, in Toronto. Canada, In 1990, Khadr ano his (m11il)'
111.1\\,.'\1 from C;;nada to Peshawar. Pakistan,

.5, KhaJr'" father, Ahmad Sa'id Khadr (,lk'a Ahmad Khadr a/k/a Abu AI-Rahman AI-Kallildi.
hcrcmalkr Ahmad Khadr), co-founded and worked for Health and Educatiun Project
lntcrnatllmal-('an,l<la (liEP Ie), an organiLlltion that, despitc s13ted goals of providing
humanitarian rellcf to Afghani orphans, provided funding to al Qacda to suppOtt tcrrorist Imming
camps III Afghanistan, Ahmad Khadr was J senior al Qacda member and dose ass0Ciat~of
Ls:::una htn I.udcn nrd numerous mher senior members of al QaL-da,

h. In Lit..: J9q4\hm~ld Khadr was an-cstcd hy Pakistani auth(wities for providing money to
suppI)rllhc bombing of the Egyplwn Embassy in Pakistan. While Ahmad Khadr was
Jncan:cr,lt..:,L Omar Khadr returned with his sIblings to Canada to stay with their grandparents.



Khadr atl~ndl.-'(l ...dlllOI in Canada for om: year while hIs father was imprisoned in P;:lkislan before
rduming to Pakistan in 1995.

7 In 1ll96, khi.lllr mo..cd wlIh his famtly trom Pakistan to Jalalabad. Afghanistan.

x, rwm 1996 hi 201: l. the KhJdr famIly lra.. c1ed throughout Afghanistan and Paki:.t;:m.
mdudmg yearly tnr'" to Csama bin Laden's compound in Jalalabad for the Eid celebration at the
end llf R3llludan. \\"lilc traveling with his father, Omar Khadr saw or personally mel scnior al
Qa..:J.llc'lul'rs. including U~ama bin Lndcn. Doclor Ayman Al-Zawahiri. Muhammad Atcf(a.k'a
"\"Iu Hats;11 \1a... ri). md Saifal Add. Khadr also .. iSlted various al Qaeda training cnmps and
gm;~l h(lU~C~_

9, Atler:11 Qaeda '" temlrtst attack" against the United Slates on Septcmber I 1. 200 I. the Khadr
t:mllh m(l\"~d rcpc:t1cdly thmughout Afghanistan.

10. In thl' "ummer of 2002, Khadr reeeivl.'d one-on-one, private al Qaeda basie training,
con ...!~ling nftrainlng III the usc of rocket propelled grenades, nfks, pistols, grenadt:s, and
C'{pl,l"'l\ C<i..

II .\ licr compktinJ:?, his traming, Khadr joined a le:lln of other al Qaeda operntives llnd
.:nm crh.'tl Jamlminc~ inlo remotely~dctonatcdimprovised explosive devices. ultimately plantIng
thl.:...c I.':'{rl~):-;i\-c dc\ lo.,;C~ to target u.S. and coalItion forces at a point when~ they were known 10
tra\"d

12. l' S rorcl.:'" captured Khadr on July 27. 2002. after a firefight resulting in the death of three
mcmbcf'l (Jftht: l.~, led coalition and injuries to several (II her U.S. service members.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

13. :\1 Qacda ("the Base"), \\ as founded by U:.ama bin Laden and others in or about 1QkQ fin
Iht: purpo~e llf oppo"'lng certain governments and officials with force and violence.

14. l sama hlO La{!l:n is r<.'Cognizcd as the emir (prince or lender) of al Qaedn.

I:'. A pUrp<1Sl· or goal otal Oaeda. as stated by Usama bin Laden and olher al Qacda leaders. is
to suppon 'iolcnt auaek" against property and nationals tooth military and civilian) of the unitcd
~Iat..:~ ;md oth ...r C~Hlnlnes for the purpose of forcing the Uniled Stales to withdraw its forces
from ,Ill; A! ahian Pcniu:-ula and 10 oppose U,S, support of Isri.l~l.

I(1. Al Qaeda op{.'rJ.iloll~ and aeti, Ilies han: historically been planned and executed with the
lIl\-oh Cml:lll (If a :ihllrfl (..:(lnsultation) council composed of committl.'Cs, including: pol itieal
CllJnmlltcc: mdllary committee; security committee: linance committee: media committee: and
rdlgiNlS legal cllmmilh.:c.

1-.. Between 19X9 and '200 I, nl QJ.ooa C$tablished training camps. guest houses. and business
\lpt:rutirlll'i m Afghanistan, Pakistan, and othcr countries for the purpose uf training and



supporting \ iokm ~I(fads ;J.gainst property and n::lt iOllals (both military and ci Vl lian) of the
I :mkd States and other countries.

I ~ In ·\ugm,l 1996. UsamJ bm Laden iSSllCd a public "Declaration ofJilwd AgaiJ1.l·( the
tmcricam:' in whidl he called for the murder of U.s. military personnel serving on the Arabian
PCnill"'llla

jq. In FehruMy 1l)9X. l.:S3ma bin Laden. Ayman al Zawnhiri. and others. under the bmlller of
"'lntcrJlatiol1J.Ilslamie Front for Fightmg J~ws and Crusaders," issued alaova (purported
rdiglOlls ruling) n':lluiring all.\4uslims able to do so to kill Arnericans - whether ci\"ilmn or
milil;J.ry .IJlywherl" they can he ftmnd and 10 "plunder their mone)."

20 Un or dhout :\l<1Y 29, 19l)~, US<lllla bin Laden issued a statement entitled '·Thl.' Nuclem
Btlmb ot Islam," un,i er the banner of lhe "International Islamic Front for Fighting Jews and
Crusader,,:' ill whir.:!: he slated that "it i:. the dUly of the ..."tuslims 10 prepare a:. much fi)rcc as
pt\..;,,;hlc In tcrruri/l: 'he cm.:mil.'s of God,"

21, In or aboul 100 I. al Qacdn's media committee created As Sahab ("TIle Clouds") ~cdia
Foundation. Whll.:h hac-; orchestrated and dIstributed multi-media propaganda detailing al-Qacda's
twinJllg dl()!1S and its reason:; for its dcdan.:d \\ar against thl.: United States.

22. ~lllLC It.)H9 nll;mbcrs and associates ofal Qaeda. known and unknown. have ~an'l.:d out
lHllllClt\(IS tl'l"fori,,1 altach, including but not limited tn: the attacks against the American
l'mbas-;Ic" in Kcn~,a ami TanJ:uma in August lQ98; the attack against the USS COLE in October
"000; Jnd tlll.' alt'lCh 011 th,: Lnited Stales on September 11,2001.

2:'- Following. ,II Qaeda' S JHal"ks on September II, 200 I, and in furtherance of Its goals.
Illcmhl:r" and as,,\)t,:iate~ of al Qa<."da have violently OPPOSl..-d and attacked the UllltcJ Slates or Its
(oalition forl.'e~. United 51:ltcs Government and dvilian employees. and citizens Of .... 3flOUS
countries In locatlon..; throughollt the world, including, bUl not limited 10 Afghanistan.

24. On or alwut Ottnher g. 19l)9, the Cnit..:::d Statl.'s designated al Qaeda a foreign tcrronst
('rganlz:ttion pur"uant to Section 21 Q of the Immigration and Nationality Act, and on or abollt
'\llgU~t 21. IrNl:', thl.: L nitcd States designated nl Qaeda a "specially designated terronst" (SDT),
pur"uanltll the fnkmi.lhnnal Emergency Economic Powers Act.

CII\RGIC I: \'101..\no" OF PAIH IV, ~ULc. SECTION 950.(15), ~JlIRI)ER IN
VIOLATION OFTHE LAW OFWAR

25. Spcl.:JlieatlOlL In that (Jmar Alullt.xf Khndr, a person subject to trial by military ;';()Illmis$ion
as ,1Il ahen unlawful i..:nem) eumbatant. dirl. m Afghanistan. Ull or about July 27.2002. while in
the t.:onwx.t ()f and a~sociah.:d with anth..'d l.:()l1llict and without enjoying combatant immunity.
Unkl\\ fully and intentIOnally murder U S. Anny Sergeant First Class Christopher Speer, 10
\ iolation of the bw of war. by throWing il hand grenade at U.S. forces resulting in the death of
Sl.'rgl:anl HI"t eLl...... SPC'-T.

r/.



( II\RGt II. \ (OI.ATION OF PART IV, ~1.~1.C., SECTION 9501, ATn:\IPTEO
.\IURDER IN VIOLATION OF TlI ..: I.AW Of WAR

26 ~~Itkalulll In that Omar Ahmed Khadr. a pen-on "ubJc~t to trial by military commis«,jon
.h JIl J.li\.'n unla\~ lui ~ncrn) combatant. did, In and around Afghanistan, between, on. or about
lune 1. ::wn~ .•Int! Jul) 27.2002. \\hite In the c~mlext orand associated with anned conflict and
\\ IIhllut t.:nj(l~ln!! \,.(lmhatant Immunity. attempt to ctllllmit murder in violation of the law of war.
h) l,;l'l1\ t.:rting J Iud minl·... inll) impm\ bed explnsi\'c devices .md plJnting said impw\'i ...ed
...' pIn h dC\'I.:'C- In the gwund \\ nh the intent 10 l..ill U.S. or cnulilh:m forces.

(II.\RLF III: \ IOL\TlO' OF PAR r IV, M.\I.C., SECTIO '950\(28), CO'SPIRAC\

~7 SlX'\,:ltil...III":J In thJt Umar Ahml,.'d Khildr, a IlCr.-.O!l ...ubjl.'Ct 10 trial by military commi~sion

a,;.In .Iien unl.l\\ ful Cllcm~ I,;ombatanl, did. il1anu a('flund Afghanistan, from on or about June I.
l00~ t\\ on l' ,In.:.'ul. ul) 27.2002. willful!) join an CnlLTprise of per~ons who shared a common
l,; Imlnal purp.',,1,; S<.llJ purpose known to the 3l:Cu...cd. and oonsplred nnd agn.."t..-d \\ llh C'klma bin
I 11 ..:11.1\\111010.11/ l\\ahlri. Sheikh S;lyeL't!;.I1 \>13sri. Muh:ullmad Atcf(a.'k..-a Abu Hat:. al \o1a"ri).
S.il ,II ,llld, \hn 3d '\:1 'IlJ Khadr (3. k'a Abu AI-Rahman AI-Klinadi), and various (lthc.'C mcmbcf'>
,tTl I ,I lJ("IJ!c, III 1'1..: al Qaooa organization. known and unknown. to commit thc follo\\ ing
\\1 en I,;S tn,thk b) miht.try commbsion 10 include: ilttacking proteclL-d property. attackmg
l"l\ ili;Jl\". :ltr;jd';ln~ ,j\ ilian ('bjL.'\:ts: murder in violatlun of the law of war: dc"tructil)ll of propl...rty
in \iulltion \lllhc l.m of war: hijaLking or hazarding a nssel or aircraft: anu tctTor.sm.

."!x In ;lddllllll1 t I p<:.ragraph 2i, tlus spt..'Cdication rcallcgcs and incorporates by rcl~rcnce Ihe
gcnl.:ral ,lllc~JIII'n ~onlainl.':d in paragraphs 13 through 24 of thiS charge i:ihcct.

29 -\dthll('lIal1y In furthl,.·r'lIlcc oflhis cntcrpnsl: and conspIracy. Khadr anu other members of
,II V,leda pcrli.11111cl1 11\ crt ads, including, bUI nullllUltcd 10 the foll(Hving:

a. 1\1 <If ahllut Jun\.: 2002, Khadr recci\l,:d approximately onc month ofnnc~oIHHle,

pri\ ate al Qacdo. basic training rrom an al Qacda member n8mecl"Abu Iladdi." rhb
tlilllllng; was arrnnged by Oma.. Khadr's father. Ahmad Sa 'jd Khadr. and consiswd uf
trdllllll~ in lhe u"c of rocket propelh.:d gn:nadcs. ri lles. pI~tols, hand grenades, nnd
C'<!,h''>I\CS,

h [n N Uh,1Ut Junc 2002. Khadr conducted surveillance and reconnm"sancc against the
l'S military in SUppol1 ofefforls to larget U.S, rorces in Afghanistan,

(: In Ilr !l'lllt July 2002, Khadr allendcd one month ofland mine tfaming.

d In Ill' Ih'lut July 2002, Khadr joined a group of AI Qacda operatl\cs and con\(.-Ttcd
lund lill ...~ to improvised cx.plo..i\c de\'icloOS lind planlL-d said improvised explosivc
d\,.'\ l~\,.,~ In the ground \.. here. bn~ed on pre\ iOLLS suC\clllancc. u,~, troops ,""en;
\,.,.\pt.:...tcd 10 b..: lfa\'ding.



to: On Ill' .lboUl July 27. 2002. ll\,;i:Il" the village of Ayub Kheil. Afghanistan. U.S forces
surnlunued u ~oll1pound housing suspecK'd "I Qaeda members. Khadr and/or other
suspected al Qacdn members engngc;.'(j U.S. military and coalition personnel with
"mall ,mns fire. killing two AfghUIl Militia Force members. Kh;ldr and,Of the other
susp~-":h:d al Qaeda members abo threw andlor tired grenadl:s at nearhy ~Ol.llitlOll

Inn:..:.. n:..ulting 111 numerous injuries.

f Whcn L S Ii'rcc, entercd the compound upon C<lmpletion of the lircr.ght. Khadr
thrc\\ .• !!-fcnadc. kIlling Sergeant first Clas~ Christopher Speer.

CII.\.RGE l\ : \ IOL.ATIOi' OF PART lV, ~1.i\1.C., SECTION 950v(2S), (JROVIDlNG
M HERI;\L SUPPORT FOR TERRORISM

:;0 2n~qtil,:dtilln_J: In that Omar '\hmt.:d Khadr, a person subJcct to trial by military
c()lnmi ....loll ,IS an "lien tUlla\\ fut enemy combatant, did, in or around Afghanistan. from ahout
June :WOl thmugh on or about Jul)- 27, 2002, provide material support or resources to an
intcrnnti\lnaltcrron·\t Nganintion engaged III hostilities against Hit:: United StHlC::;. namely al
QaedJ.. \\ hil.:h the Jct.:u:.~d knl;:\\ to bc such organintio!l that engaged, or cng~lg.\,;s, in terrorism.
that 'he c()I1dUd 01 the 3ceu",ed took place in the context of and was associated with an anned
u.HJtlld. n:mlc1 y al (,l:leda (If its as:-.llcilltcd fon::cs against the Unih:d States or its Coalition
pal1ncr:i.

.11 In ~ddi(i(Jn to paragraph ;\0. thiS stx:cJ!'icatlon rea lieges and incorporates by rekrcncc the
gcU<..'ral allegathlils contained in p<lragraphs 13 through 24 of this charge sheet. This
spl;.'cilicatllln <11 ..0 n:<I11egcs and incorporatl;.'s hy refercn.::e the allegations contained in paragraphs
'9(a) through ~9fn :'llxH e.

3;). Sl1c-.:iJication II In that Omar Ahmed Khadr, u person subject to trial hy military
nmlllllssion .1<; an alien unlawful encm}' combatrmt. did. 10 A(ghanislan, from about June 2002
thwugh (\T1 or Ibl)U1 July 2"1. 2002, proviJt.: material support or resources to be usr.."d ,n
pr~paratilm hlr. Ilr l:arrylOg out an aet oftcrrorism, that the accused knew or intended (h<lt the
matcri"11 surptit1 or rc"our(;cs Wl:rc to be used for those purposes. and that the conduct of the
a.:l,;u~cd lPok pla\.'l: in the contcxt of and WIIS associated with an anned conflict, namely al Qaedn
Of it~ aSS(lclatcd tl)ft,·cs ngain:-t the United States or its Coalition pafln~rs.

:n. In additIon t\1 p<ll'agraph 32, thi~ i>pe.:.:lIication rcallcgcs and im:orporatcs by rcfcn:nce thl.:
f!:elh.:ral allegations wntillnetlll1 paragmphs 13 through 24 oflhis I.:hargc sheet. rhlS
..pccilic.ItIOll also TI.:.lllcgc:-. and incorpomtcs by reference the allegations containcd 1O paragraph':
19(a) through 29{!) ,Jhovc.



CHARGE V: VIOLATION OF PART IV, M.M.C., SECTION 950.(27), SPYING

l~ ,Spcs..!.licutW!l. In that Omnr Ahmt..'d Khadr. a person ~\.lhjcd to military cOlllmi~~ion a", an
alien unh\\\, Ilil cn..:my combatant. did in Afghanislan. III or about J unc 2002. collect certain
IOJormalum h~ d,mdc~tlllc means O( while actmg under false pretenses, infonnauon thaI he
inlclhkd or lhld r~a"iln III hclicvc would be used to injure the United States or provide an
<Ith anlage !t' a fnrci,gn pmH.'r; that the accused mtended to convey such information to an t.memy
nflhc ('lUted Slale... namcl\:11 Qaeda or its associated forces: that the conduct oftllc accu~ed

tonk pl,I("'C III the context of Jnd was associ3lcd with an annt:d conflict; and lhal the uccused
cnmmiltf,..'(1 uny \lr all ofthl' tollowing act'i:: on at least one occasion, at the direction ora known
:11 ()a<:da lllcmncr or as-;Oclatc:, and in preparation tor operatlom targeting U.S. t'xccs. the
Ji..',-,uscd l·ondul.:lt..:J surveillance nrc-s. forces and madc notations as to the number l1nd types of
\chides. dl.\t:lllO':S h..;twccn the vchidcs. approximate spced orlbe convoy. tlmc. and direction of
thl: C011\ O~:j.




